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Greens the big surprise of election СОР и 


Communists stand to gain the most seats 


(UkrNews/Eastern Economist/The Rukh Insider/RFE/RL)—As this is- 
sue of Ukrainian News went to press, March 25, four parties appeared to 
be headed past the four per cent threshold in the party list elections to 
Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada, March 29. 

They are the Communists, Greens, Rukh and the Social-Democratic 
Party (United), led by former President Leonid Kravchuk and former Prime 
Minister Yevhen Marchuk. 

In the last poll conducted before the ban on publication of polls took 
effect March 14, Communists led with 13.9 per cent, followed by the 
surprising Greens with 6.3 per cent. Rukh had slipped to third at 5.1 and 
the SDPU was holding above the threshold at 4.3. 

However, the figures cited include only those voters who were commit- 
ted to a given party at the time of the polling. When the undecided factor 
is taken in the results may be quite different and perhaps more parties may 
pass the four percent threshold than the four cited in the poll. 

Full coverage of the parliamentary elections will be provided in the 
next issue of Ukrainian News. 

The poll was conducted by the Center for Democratic Initiatives, Socis- 
Gallup, the Federation of Ukrainian Trade Unions Sociological Studies 
Group and UUIE, March 11-12 

Half of the 450 members of the Rada are elected in single-member con- 
Stituencies оп a first-past-the-post basis. 

The other 225 are elected through party lists. But only those parties that 
get over four per cent of the vote qualify for representation through the 
party lists. The seats will be divided proportionately between them. 

The biggest surprise of the campaign so far has been the showing of the 
Greens, who went from nowhere at the beginning of the campaign to oust 
Rukh for second spot in the polls. Despite their alienating the Green World 
civic organization, the Green Party has launched one of the most effective 
national poster and leaflet campaigns around. Their strong stand on envi- 
ronmental issues has struck a responsive chord among the voters. 

The Socialist Party, led by Parlia- 
mentary Speaker Oleksandr Moroz 
and in coalition with the Agrarians 
is hovering around the threshold and 
may become another group that will 
get representation. 

Both the Popular Democratic 
Party (or “party of power” led by 
Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoiten- 
ko and their chief opponents for the 
centrist vote, former Prime Minis- 
ter Pavlo Lazarenko’s Hromada are 
fighting a desperate battle to pass the 
four per cent threshold. 

Early polls showed both passing 
the four per cent mark, but the lat- 
est polls place them sixth or seventh 
with around two per cent in support. 

Both have spent the most on their 
campaigns. The PDP has initiated an 
avalanche of ads and favorable cov- 
erage on the national TV channels. 
Hromada has already set records for 
spending on political campaigning 
in Ukraine. Their candidates running 
in single-mandate districts have at 
their disposal massive amounts of 
campaign literature, on the party and 
on Lazarenko. In addition Hromada 
has, in effect, “bought up” mass 
media outlets where the government 
has not been in time or been unable 
to stop them, including the “Kyivska 
Pravda” and “Vseukrainskiye Vedo- 
mosti” newspapers, the UNIAR TV 
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Plast and SUM perform 


Members of the Ukrainian youth groups Plast and SUM combined for a performance at the annual Shevchenko 
Concert in Edmonton, March 15. For more on the concert, see the Ukrainian-language story on Page 10. 


В Одесі тривають 
напади на журналістів 


(Прес-центр «Південь»)--Два співробітники 
обласного управління з питань боротьби з ко- 
рупцією та організованою злочинністю - — оперу- 
повноважені мейор Голота та лейтенант Лозовик 
вчинили напад на журналіста муніципальної 
телекомпанії «АРТ» Дмитра Колцуна, під час 
виконання ним професійних обов'язків, у 
приміщенні міської клінічної лікарні. У лікарні 
перебуває важко хворий заступник Голови 
Одеського міськвиконкому Михайло Кучук, який 
в 1994 році був довіреною особою нинішнього 
Президента України Леоніда Кучми. 

Від 17 березня у лікарняній кімнаті Кучука, 
без попереднього повідомлення та пояснення 
причин, перебувають співробітники управління 
з питань боротьби з корупцією та організованою 
злочинністю. 21 березня панові Кучуку було 
пред'явлено звинувачення за статтею 
«перевищення службових обов'язків», яке, на 
думку, адвоката Григорія Монастирського, є 
необгрунтованим. Київська медична комісія не 
дала згоди на переведення Михайла Кучука до 
слідчого ізолятора. Свідком спроби правоохорон- 
ців все таки перевезти Кучука до слідчого i30- 
лятора став журналіст телекомпанії «АРТ» 
Дмитро Колцун. 


Колцуна без пояснень було затримано та 


відібрано камеру. На місці події побували директор 
Одеського міського телерадіоцентру Сергій Дякун 
та редактор телекомпанії «АРТ» Едуард Щеглов, 
які висловили вимогу повернути камеру. Внаслідок 
протистояння журналістів з працівниками 
правоохоронних органів камеру було розбито. 

Як повідомив нашому кореспондентові Щеглов: 
«Це вже другий факт коли у журналістів теле- 
компанії відібрали камеру. Останні події в Одесі, 
безперечно пов'язані з майбутніми березневими 
виборами, зокрема, міського голови Одеси». 

Дирекція Одеського міського телерадіоцентру 
надіслали телеграму на адресу Президента Ук- 
раїни, Генеральної прокуратури, комісії з гласності 
Верховної Ради України та Міністерства внут- 
рішніх справ України, в якій висловили обурення 
з приводу дій правоохоронних органів Одеської 
області. 

Тиждень раніше четверо невідомих вчинили 
напад на журналістку муніципальної телекомпанії 
«АРТ» Ларису Швець та оператора телекомпанії 
Їгоря Казанжи. 

Нападники викручуючи журналістці руки 
викрали у оператора відеокамеру та касету із 
записом проведеної зустрічі. 

Дирекція муніципальної телекомпанії «АРТ» 
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483 Bloor St. W. 
(416) 922-5875 


2199 Bloor St. W. 
(416) 769-5020 


New Factory Outlet: 
106 North Queen St. 
(416) 231-1498 


Humbertown Plaza 1535 Yonge St. 
270 The Kingsway (416) 944-1253 
(416) 237-1907 95 Front St. E. 
(416) 366-7259 


M-C Dairy (416) 231-0304; 106 North Queen St. 
Кефір, йогурт, сир, гуслянка 
Ресторан відкритий від 7 год. рано до 1:30 рано 
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обухом і з 


(Уніан) «Влада вдалася до прямих політичних 
репресій», - наголосив під час прес-конференції 
в агентстві УНІАН 23 березня голова 
Центральної координаційної ради партії 
«Громада» Олександр Турчинов. За його 
словами, при цьому «головним диригентом є 
Президент Леонід Кучма, а Рада національної 
безпеки й оборони стала знаряддям політичних 
злочинів у державі». Пан Турчинов 
поінформував, що 19 березня влада «розпочала 
збройні дії проти партії», зокрема, опівдні було 
захоплено склад із агітаційними матеріялами 
«Громади», а близько п'ятої години вечора - 
штаб-квартиру Київської міської організації. 
Він висловив переконання, що головною 
причиною цього є пошук розробленої партією 
спеціяльної електронної системи контролю за 
виборами, завдяки якій інформація надходитиме 


На «Громаду» - з 


обшуком... 


Центрвиборчкому, що дасть можливість 
слідкувати за фальсифікаціями. Олександр 
Турчинов повідомив, що захоплення приміщень 
міліція пояснювала анонімними дзвінками про 
знаходження в них відповідно вибухового 
пристрою та злочинців, які перебувають у 
розшуку. Як сказав один із керівників 
«Громади», день 19 березня є «датою 
народження диктатури в Україні». 

Того ж дня Генеральна прокуратура України 
розповсюдила повідомлення, в якому, зокрема 
сказано: «19 брезня 1998 року Генеральною 
прокуратурою України відповідно до вимог 
Закону «Про статус народного депутата 
України» та на підставі Закону «Про 
прокуратуру» до Верховної Ради України було 
надіслано подання про дачу згоди на 
притягнення до кримінальної відповідальності 


до партії на півгодини раніше, ніж до народного депутата України Павла Лазаренка». 


Арештування депутата 
Одеської міської Ради 


начебто, про наявність зловживань при здійсненні 
Одеською міськрадою найбільшого в місті ін- 
вестиційного проєкту реконструкції грецької 
площі. 

Попереднє розслідування було доручено слід- 
чому управлінню Міністерства внутрішніх справ 
"України в Одеській області. У працівників органів 
місцевого самоврядування Одеси, що їх допитува- 
ли за згаданою справою у якості свідків, склалося 
враження що наміром слідства є не розкриття 
реального злочину а пошук компромату та грунту 
для силового тиску на міську владу під час 
виборчої кампанії». 

В інтерв'ю нашому кореспонденту мер Одеси, 
Едуард Гурвіц, охарактеризував ситауцію в місті 
як критичну. «Керівництво держави, напередодні 
виборів, не прагне покращити стан справ i 
практично бездіє. Те що сьогодні відбувається є 
безчесною боротьбою та вкрай негативно впливає 
на ставлення до України в світі». 


(Прес-Центр «Південь»)- -Група працівників 
правоохоронних органів, о шостій ранку, зробила 
обшук у помешканні депутата Одеської міської 
Ради, заступника Голови Маліновської районної 
адміністрації Одеси, Сергія Корінєва, після чого 
його було запрошено на допит. 

Лише по полудні одному із заступників Голови 
Одеського міськвиконкому повідомили, що депутат 
(цитую) «не є затриманий чи заарештований» 
(кінець цитату). Тим часом, до розмови з Сергієм 
Корінєвим не допустили адвоката і його досі не 
звільнено. 

У листі надісланому на ім'я виконуючого 
обов'язки Генерального прокурора України, дер- 
жавного радника юстиції Богдана Ференца, місь- 
кий Голова Одеси Едуард Гурвіц повідомив, що 
«прокуратура Одеської області порушила карну 
справу «за фактом порушення правил валютних 
операцій у особливо великих розмірах, що здій- 
снене організованою групою осіб». Мова йде, 


Спільне підприємство «ЦСЗУ» 
відкрило власну мережу в Одесі 


(Прес-центр «Південь»)- Спільне підприєм- 
ство «Цифровий сотовий зв'язок України ЛТД 
/DCC/» - зазначив Президент кампанії Валерій 
Степаненко, - створено у квітні в Донецьку. 
Внесок іноземного капіталу - 4996, статутний 
фонд - 6 мільйонів долярів США. Спільне 
підприємство співпрацює з компанією Ericsson 
Radio Systems АВ (Швейцарія), яка постачає 
обладнання для створення мережи сотового 


петровську, Харкові, Одесі, Симферополі. 

Як повідомив Валерій Степаненко, сьогодні 
«Цифровий сотовий зв'язок України» має 
найбільший динамічний розвиток серед 
вітчизняних операторів сотового зв'язку та 
займає друге місце у загальній кількості або- 
нентів, перше місце - за кількістю абонентів 
у цифровому стандарті. 

Сьогодні компанія пропонує три зразки 


(cellular) зв'язку /вартість контракту - 5 зв'язку: багатолінейний термінал для стаціо- 
мільйонів долярів/. Обладнання вже встановлено нарних сотових мереж, однолінейний термінал 
в містах Києві, Донецькій області, Дніпро- і цифрові портативні телефони. 


В Одесі тривають напади на журналістів 


касету з записом, викрали відеокамеру. Все це 
сталося досить швидко і ми не очікували такого 
розвитку подій. Камери і матеріялів дотепер 
немає». 

З 29 листопада 1997 року, тим часом, у 
власному робочому кабінеті, вимушена ночувати 
популярна ведуча муніципальної телекомпанії 
«АРТ», Людмила Добровольська. Обласна проку- 
ратура повідомила Добровольській про заплянова- 
ний кримінальними авторитетами замах на її 
життя. Причина - професійна діяльність журналістки. 


Прод. із ст. 1 

повідомила правоохорнні органи, про номер авто 
на якому зникли злочинці, але дотепер пошуки 
жодних результатів не дали. 

Як повідомила в інтерв'ю нашому кореспон- 
денту - Швець: «Четверо невідомих, які прибули 
на зустріч з виборцями разом з обласним керів- 
ником та кандидатом на посаду міського Голови 
Одеси Русланом Боделаном та його прихильником 
Їгорем Резніком, дочекавшись завершення зборів, 
накинулися на нас, і певно не знаючи як витагти 


(Прес-центр «Південь»)- Сьогодні в Одеській 
області мешкає 800 незаконно репресованих 
за часів СРСР. У 1992 році обласна коміся 3 
питань відновлення прав реабілітованих винесла 
на розгляд сесії облради пропозицію про 
організацію Фонду допомоги жертвам 
політичних репресій, а з 15 жовтня 1992 року 
він розпочав своє існування. 


Допомога реабілітованим 


У 1997 році Фонд допомоги оплатив 50% 
вартості комунальних послуг 383-ом особам, 
які проживають в Одесі і 437 особам, які 
живуть в одеській області, на загальну суму 
135 тисяч гривень. 

У 1998 році обласний бюджет виділив для 
надання допомоги реабілітованим 151 тисячу 
гривень. 
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Ukraine’s Jewish leaders 
appeal for U.S. understanding 


(JF Monitor)—The leaders of Ukraine’s Jewish organi- 
zations appealed March 23 to the U.S. Congress апа to 
Jewish-American organizations to “urgently endorse” U.S. 
economic and political support for Ukraine. 

Observing that Ukraine “must pay a high, sometimes 
prohibitive price for its aspiration to be an independent 
country,” the appeal listed Ukraine’s main vulnerabilities, 
such as: immaturity of democratic institutions, political 
obstacles to economic reforms, official corruption and 


other sequels of the Soviet system. 


The Jewish leaders also recalled independent Ukraine’s 
achievements, including its renunciation of nuclear weap- 
ons, cooperation with the neighboring countries, intereth- 
nic accord and support for U.S. foreign policy on Iran and 


other issues. 


On the eve of Ukraine’s parliamentary elections, the 
Jewish leaders reminded Washington that “the crucial ques- 


Kyiv’s pullout from [ran deal 
boomerangs in Kharkiv 


Kyiv’s decision “dealt a stab in the back to our 
age-old, blood-related partners,” the statement 


project. 


by the Russian side. 


(JF Monitor)—The management of Kharkiv’s 
Turboatom plant is publicly venting its ire at President 
Leonid Kuchma’s decision to cancel Ukraine’s partner- 
ship with Russia in Iran’s Bushehr nuclear power plant 


In its latest statement March 11, Turboatom manage- 
ment accused Kuchma of “acting under U.S. pressure” 
and “ignoring national economic interests.” 

It claimed that Turboatom has lost not only the US$45 
million deal as a subcontractor to the Russian side, but 
also further subcontracts of a far higher value promised 


разі?" 


tion at this juncture is, who will lend Ukraine a help- 
ing hand: the West or the East? the future or the 


Ukraine has recently absorbed cuts and deferrals 
in international lending and in U.S. aid. Kyiv is now 
being told publicly that it faces additional cuts next 
month, contingent on a State Department report to 
Congress. In addition, G-7 and international lend- 
ing institutions put off on various pretexts the de- 


livery of long-promised aid for the safe decommis- 


sioning of Chornobyl апа for completing compen- 
satory power-generating capacities. 

Although aid cuts and lending deferrals may have 
their justification, the timing of such steps — dur- 


ing Ukraine’s parliamentary election campaign — 


complained. 


The situation underscores the political price that 
Kuchma may have to pay for his decision on the 
eve of Ukraine’s elections. The russified city of 
Kharkiv is a major economic, political and de- 
mographic factor in these elections. Turboatom’s 
politicization of the issue can strike a responsive 
chord in Kharkiv region, hurting even more the 
People’s Democratic Party on which Kuchma’s 
hopes in that part of Ukraine rest. 


seems counterproductive to the stated goal of help- 
ing promote reforms in the country. 


IMF mission recommends that 
Ukraine not receive next tranche 


(Eastern Economist)—A visiting 
International Monetary Fund mis- 
sion has recommended that Ukraine 
should not receive a US$50 million 
tranche in stand-by credit. 

“The IMF Mission was unable to 
complete monitoring of Ukraine’s 
implementation of the Stand-by pro- 
gram during its visit to Kyiv March 
4-14,” the IMF representation in 
Ukraine announced. 

The mission had been monitoring 


how the Ukrainian Government had 
fulfilled the terms of an economic 
program agreed with the IMF in the 
last two months. 

The mission is reported to have 
concluded that the financial position 
of the Ukrainian government re- 
mained fragile. 

The mission also expressed con- 
cern that the public expenditure 
mechanism had not yet been im- 
proved and the Treasury-bill market 


Witness against 
mayor dies of wounds 


(Eastern Economist)—Unknown assailants shot Borys Anikeychyk, 
a witness against Odesa Mayor Eduard Hurvits, March 15. He died 


March 16. 


The deceased testified in court that Hurvits took a bribe from the 
management of insurance company Solo. While in hospital, 
Anikeychyk accused Hurvits of attempted murder March 16. 

As a result, Odesa Oblast Administrator Ruslan Bodelan issued a 
statement March 16 calling for Hurvits to leave Odesa and stand down 
from his current post as mayor and not run in the forthcoming elec- 


tion. 


Bodelan is also running for mayor and stressed that if Hurvits stands 


down, he will do likewise. 


Greens the big surprise 


Cont. from P. 1 
channel. 

However, the main focus of both 
parties’ campaigns have been accu- 
sations of corruption against the 
other grouping, turning voters off 
both parties. 

The National Front has lost steam 
as it faces intense competition and 
the efficacy of its hastily patched 
coalition is questioned by voters. 
With support centred mainly in 
western Ukraine, they are unlikely 
to pass the four per cent threshold. 

Viktor Pynzenyk’s Reforms and 


Order party, despite choosing what 
appears to be an appealing title, has 
proven unable to launch any mean- 
ingful campaign thus far and is prac- 
tically invisible in the regions. 

The Liberal and Workers’ Party 
coalition is fighting gamely on, 
while Yavorivsky’s NEP coalition 
has lost points. Particularly damag- 
ing to NEP has been their inclusion 
and publicizing of former Prime 
Minister Yukhym Zviahilsky. 
Yavorivsky’s own popularity seems 
insufficient to pull out the coalition’s 
fortunes. 


was not functioning. 

The IMF is keen that Ukraine 
strengthens its budget and carries 
out a structural reform program. 

The suspension of stand-by credit 
could lead to the World Bank sus- 
pending two credits totaling $600 
million. A decision on these credits 
was to have been made by the bank’s 
board on March 17. 

The one-year $550 million Stand- 
by program was opened for Ukraine 
last August. Ukraine has received 
about $250 million in five tranches. 

Payments are made on a monthly 
basis depending on how terms of the 


Memorandum signed with the ІМЕ- 


are being implemented. Ukraine re- 
ceived its last payment January 28. 

A new IMF mission is expected 
to visit in April to carry out more 
monitoring. 
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Французьке ім'я — Українська душа 
Edmonton's Ukrainian Hotel with a French Name 


Chateau Louis 


» 11727 Kingsway Ave., Edmonton, Alberta TSG 3A1 
Ph.: 452-7770 


OILERS PACKAGE 


INDIVIDUAL PACKAGES 
$79.95 + GST per person based on double occupancy or 
$ 99.95 + GST single occupancy 
Includes: » ticket to the game 

» transportation from hotel to Coliseum & retum 
» deluxe dinner in the Royal Coach Dining room 
г one night accommodation Queen or Twin beds 
* hotel tax 
Call Isabel for more information 1 (403) 452-7770 
Out of town customers call Toll Free at 1-800-661-9843 


SHS: ГРО ВА 10 


Interested in the Ukrainian Arts? 
find out what's going on in Alberta! 
Call Бе... 
ALBERTA UKRAINIAN ARTS HOTLINE 
ph.: 430-0217 
presented by the Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts 
.. Sponsored in part by CKER Radio and Ukrainian News 


Ukrainian (Calgary) Credit Union 


Open Tuesday & Friday evenings: 7:00 pm-9:00 pm. 
Also Friday afternoons: 12:00 pm-2:00 pm. 
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403 - 9th Ave. N.E., Second Floor, Calgary, Alberta T2E 0V9 
Tel.: (403) 230-7001 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 


«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати | ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. 

Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, а ми вислемо газету 
разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 
Доручаю передплату на 

будь ласка, на таку адресу: 


примірників. Вишліть, 


Мате: 
Address 
City Prov. 


Це дарунок від: 


ЦІНИ: 

В Канаді: 

1 рік (24 примірники): $32.50 (Кан.) 

2 роки (48 примірників): $60.00 (Кан.) 

ціна включає ПТО ["GST"}) 
Поза Канадою: 

. Taki самі ціни, але в американських долярах 

Повітряною поштою: 

Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 
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SUPPORT UKRAINE'S AIR FORCE 


Buy the insignia, or the 20th Anniversary journal 
of the Ukrainian Flying Club (LUK)"Open Сизий" ("Grey Eagle") 


"Grey Eagle": ¢ 48 Pages (8 in colour) * Colour Cover « History of LUK « Historical Articles 


Prices: Insignia: $10.00 each ог $25.00 for all 3 


$10.00 each (including Postage and Handling) 


| Please send me 
| Insignia: 
Ivano-Frankivsk 


copies of "Grey Eagle" 
Vasylkiv 
(Мо) о 
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Address 
| City 
Enclosed is 
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Ще одно знущання над 


українською мовою в Україні 


З. Квіт 

Українська Світова Спілка Професійних 
Учителів (УССПУ) веде широке світове 
листування. Сотні листів приходять з України. 
Знаємо, що там не гаразд. Антиукраїнські сили 
стараються знищити Українську Державу, 
українську державну мову а український нарід 
дальше загнати до ролі робочого раба, який 
би все підчинявся свому неукраїнському панові. 
Новітні пани не уживають української мови. 
Вона їм не потрібна і тому, з їх точки зору, її 
треба знищити. А щоб перед світом виглядало, 
що в Україні все йде природно, що переходові 
труднощі пройдуть і все буде добре, то 
уживається різних хитрих засобів аби таки цю 
мову звести нанівець для села, а там і селі не 
буде потрібна. А дальше 65-мільйонний нарід 
переміниться на погній для чужих, що ми вже 
в багатьох випадках бачимо. 


«В Україні та 


Ось недавно ми запримітили, що поштові 
марки на листах з різних міст України перебиті 
печаткою, крім мови «старшого брата» з 
півночі, ще й печатками з латинськими буквами 
з російською вимовою (Ужгород, Рогатин) а 
українські печатки зникають. Зразок таких 
печаток подаємо у цьому числі газети, щоб 
люди мали документ у руках. А як у такій 
ситуації буде виглядати цей рік в Україні під 
гаслом: «Передаймо нащадкам наш скарб - 
рідну мову». Як прикро, що лише святку- 
ватимуть «Рідну мову» а не вводитимуть її в 
життя, передусім у східніх і південних областях 
України, не говорячи вже про діяспору, яка 
від сьогоднішньої «України» багато сподіватись 
не може. 


Словаччині є 


перспективи співпраці» 


(Прес-Центр «Південь»)- -Так 
вважає Надзвичайний та Повно- 
важний Посол України в Сло- 
вацькій Республіці Дмитро Пав- 
личко. З ним провів інтерв'ю 
наш одеський кореспондент Їгор 
Столяров. 

Irop Столяров: Прошу Bac 
оцінити сьогоднішній стан 
українсько-словацьких економіч- 
них взаємин? 

Дмитро Павличко: Це 
взаємини є динамічними. Вони 
розвиваються, постійно зміню- 
ються на краще, мають насам- 


Гадаю, що на загал, є унікаль- 
на традиція, яка існує між Укра- 
їною та Словаччиною -- це 
щорічна зустріч урядів. Відбува- 
ється зустріч прем'єрів разом з 
провідними міністрами. Цього 
року буде вже четверта така 
зустріч. Наш уряд вже одержав 
запрошення приїхати до Словач- 
чини. Візит певно відбудеться у 
квітні-травні місяці 1998 року. 

Я, як Посол, буду робити все 
для організації цьогорічного 
візиту українського прем'єра до 
Словаччини. 

І. С. Що, на Вашу думку, 


сьогодні найбільше цікавить 
Словаччину в Україні та нашу 
державу у співпраці зі словаць- 
кими партнерами? 

Д. П.: Словаччину в Україні 
цікавлять об'єкти куди можливо 
було-б інвестувати, бо словаки 
вже мають навіть надлишок пев- 
них фінансів. Вони вже інвесту- 
ють в нашу економіку близько 
20 мільйонів долярів. Вони 
шукають в Україні ринок для 
збуту товарів. Вони мають відпо- 
відні товари й вже виходять 3 
відповідними пропозиціями. 


Starokostiantyniy 


перед економічний характер. 


Торгівельний обіг між Укра: Напруження криміногенної ситуації 


їною та Словаччиною за останні 
в Одесі на передодні виборів 


два роки збільшився від 200 
мільйонів до пів мільярда доля- 
рів. (Прес-Центр «Південь»)- Депутат Одеської міської Ради, Голова 
Безперечно є і політична сфе- регіональної організації Ліберальної партії України Володимир 
ра, в якій ми співпрацюємо. Курінний звинуватив у напруженні криміногенної та суспільно-- 
Наприклад, Словаччина пропону- політичної ситуації в Одесі, напередодні виборів, керівництво 
вала, свого часу, власного мініс- Обласної Ради, зокрема, голову облдержадміністрації Руслана 
тра на Голову Генеральної Асам- Боделана. 5 
блеї Організації Об'єднаних На- на його думку: «Сьогодні обласна влада, залучивши до 
цій, але поступово так сталося, ПОЛІТИЧНОЇ боротьби працівників та керівництво правоохоронних 
що вони відкликали свого канди- ОРганів, прагне зробити все можливе для зміни теперішньої 


дата у зв'язку з внутрішніми міської: влади». 
проблемами, але і не без того, 
що Україна теж висунула кан- 
дидата. 


Коротко 


Спостерігачі отримали доступ у СІЗО 
(Уніан)-Заступник міністра внутрішніх справ Валерій 
Чернишов повідомив, що забезпечувати нормальне проведення 
виборів 29 березня будуть майже 60 тисяч працівників 
правоохоронних органів. Уперше в Україні офіційні 
спостерігачі, в тому числі й від міжнародних організацій, 
матимуть доступ в ізолятори тимчасового утримання, 
спецприймальники та інші місця позбавлення свободи, де 
також відбуватиметься голосування. Плянується, що на 
виборчих дільницях країни будуть присутні до 15 тисяч 
незалежних спостерігачів. 


Як голосували українці у Молдові 
(Прес-центр «Південь»)- Кишинів. Тут проводяться вибори 
до парляменту Молдови. Як повідомив Голова товариства 
«Українська громада» в Республіці Молдова Михайло 
Репчинський, «значна кількість українців, які тепер є 
громадянами Молдови, віддали свої голоси за Аграрно- 
демократичну партію Молдови. Саме у партійних списках 
цієї пратії є чимало представників українських організацій в 
республіці та тих хто підтримує національне відродження 
українців у Молдові». У парляментських виборах беруть 
участь 15 партій та рухів. 


Засуджено газету 

(Прес-центр «Південь»)- У Московському районному суді 
міста Києва розглянуто позов прокурора Одеської області 
Василя Їванова до київської газети «Політика» щодо захисту 
честі та гідності. Суд задовільнив претензії позивача, зобов'язав 
газету опублікувати спростування на начебто дане прокурором 
області інтерв'ю цій газеті, вибачитися та стягнути з 
відповідачів велику суму грошей в рахунок погашення 
морального збутку. 


Starokostiantyniv 
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Crimean Tatars demand Ше vote 


(JF Prism)—Crimean Tatars dem- 
onstrated in Simferopol March 11 
and warmed that they would obstruct 
Ukraine’s upcoming general elec- 
tion unless measures were taken to 
give them the vote. The Tatars com- 
plain that, of the 167,500 Crimean 
Tatars aged over 18 currently settled 
in Crimea, only 58 percent have 
managed to qualify for Ukrainian 
citizenship. The rest have no right 
to vote. 

The Crimean Tatars are consid- 
ered the indigenous population of 
Crimea. They ruled the peninsula 
until it was declared part of the Rus- 
sian Empire by Catherine the Great 
in 1783. In May 1944, on Stalin’s 
orders, all the Crimean Tatar men, 
women and children were taken 
from their homes and deported by 


freight train to Uzbekistan. Of 
188,000 deportees, 40 percent died 
in transit or during the first, diffi- 
cult years of exile. Their lands were 
given to Russian and Ukrainian set- 
tlers. The other “punished peoples” 
— Chechens, Ingush, Balkars and 
others — were rehabilitated after 
Stalin’s death and allowed to return 
home in the 1950s, but the Tatars 
were permitted to return to Crimea 
only in 1990. 

In the early 1990s, the Tatars 
moved back to Crimea in large num- 
bers. They returned not only to роу- 
erty but also to find that many of 
them had missed the chance for 
Ukrainian citizenship. When 
Ukraine became independent in 
1991, it offered automatic citizen- 
ship to all those legally resident in 


Tatars clash with police 


(JF Monitor)—Some 5,000 Crimean Tatars dem- 


the country at the time, provided 
only that they were not citizens of 
another state. Tatars who returned 
to Crimea after 1991 had to go 
through the more cumbersome 
method of naturalization. 

This might not have been a prob- 
lem except that Ukrainian law out- 
laws dual citizenship. In the early 
1990s, Ukraine and most other post- 
Soviet states reacted to Russia’s per- 
sistent efforts to persuade them to 
sign dual citizenship agreements by 
adopting legislation specifically bar- 
ring it. To qualify for naturalization, 
Tatars accordingly had to prove they 
were not citizens of their country of 
previous residence. The authorities 
in Uzbekistan charge $100 for a cer- 
tificate to this effect — far more than 
most Tatar returnees can afford to 


pay. Consequently, many Tatar re- 
turnees are still without Ukrainian 
citizenship or the right to vote. In- 
ternational organizations warn that 
the harsh conditions in which many 
Crimean Tatars live are creating a 
danger that younger Tatars may be- 
come radicalized and be tempted to 
seek desperate solutions to alleviate 
their plight. 
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onstrated in the streets of Simferopol again March 
24. 

As on previous occasions, they called for acceler- 
ated citizenship to enable them and other deported 
peoples to vote in Ukraine’s March 29 parliamen- 
tary elections. This time, they blocked roads in and 
out of the city and the railway line. The police were 
out in force and violent scuffles occurred in which 
eight policemen were reported injured. 

Until now, Tatar demonstrations have always been 
peaceful. Violence is exactly what international ob- 
servers have been warning would happen if the Ukrai- 
nian authorities did not take steps to alleviate the 
Tatars’ desperate plight. 

What especially angered the Tatars on March 24 
— and provoked the violence — was the news that 
earlier in the day the Ukrainian parliament had voted 
on the issue but failed to amend Ukraine’s electoral 


law to enable deportees without citizenship but with 
valid residence permits to take part in the elections. 

The Tatars blamed Communist lawmakers for 
blocking the amendment, saying they wanted to pre- 
vent Tatars from voting in order to boost what is ex- 
pected to be a Communist landslide in elections to 
the Crimean parliament. 

Order was restored March 24 when Tatar leader 
Refat Chubarov, a deputy speaker of the Crimean 
parliament, told the crowd that he would meet shortly 
with Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma. Chubarov 
called on the demonstrators to reassemble in 
Simferopol on March 28, when he would tell them 
the result of his talks. 

But veteran Tatar leader Mustafa Тепайеу predicted 
that, if only two or three Tatars are elected to the 
Crimean parliament on March 29, the Tatars will turn 
to “non-parliamentary action” in an effort to defend 
their interests. 
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Odesa deputy mayor arrested 


(Eastern Economist/RFE/RL)—A 
special Interior Ministry team ar- 
rested Odesa Deputy Mayor 
Mykhailo Kuchuk March 23 on ac- 
cusations of abuse of authority, said 
his lawyer Hryhoriy Monastyrskiy. 

Charges were then filed against 
him. 

The arrest is seen as part of an 
ongoing power struggle between 
Odesa Mayor Eduard Hurvits and 
Odessa Oblast Administration 
Chairman Ruslan Bodelan, who is 
challenging Hurvits in the mayoral 


shed and dividing the country. 


a confederation. 


Gorbachev considered 
force to preserve USSR 


(RFE/RL)—Former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev says he 
considered using force to prevent the disintegration of the USSR. 

In an interview with Interfax on March 17, Gorbachev said he de- 
cided to seek other ways to preserve the union in order to avoid blood- 


He argued that the Soviet Union was not doomed, even after the 
failed August 1991 coup. Rather, Gorbachev believes that actions by 
the Russian leadership, led by President Boris Yeltsin, were “the key 
in deciding the fate of the Soviet Union.” 

Gorbachev added that while he “fought for the union to the end,” 
he does not currently favor efforts to restore the USSR. Instead, he 
supports an economic alliance which in the long term could become 


race 

The Interior Ministry’s Odesa 
Department also announced that six 
people had been arrested in Odesa 
suspected of committing various 
crimes. 

The grounds for these arrests have 
not been made public. 

According to the Odesa munici- 
pal TV company Art, the head of the 
Odesa city executive committee 
Serhiy Varlamov disappeared on the 
night of March 21-22. 

The fate of the head of the Odesa 


Conference addresses 
‘white slavery” in Ukraine 


(Eastern Economist)—The NIS-US Women’s Consortium organized an 
informational meeting on the prevention of trafficking of Ukrainian women 
at the American Business Center March 16. 

The meeting of representatives of Ukrainian non-government organiza- 
tions (NGO’s), government agencies and embassies discussed problems 
surrounding the trafficking of Ukrainian women abroad to work illegally 


as prostitutes. 


According to Cara Galbraith, NIS-US Consortium Coordinator, “white 
slavery” has become widespread in Ukraine because of economic stagna- 


tion and unemployment. 


Financed by USAID and consisting of 170 women’s NGO’s in the US 
and CIS, the Women’s Consortium strives for equality between the gen- 


ders. 


(Some Restrictions) 
Call LESIA (Travel Agent) for more information: 
OPEN SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS. OPEN DAILY 8 A.M. TO 7 РМ. 


50 YEARS 424-6481 
INBUSINESS 4-800-203-2514 


Kyiv region administration, Ihor 
Svoboda, remains a mystery. He was 
kidnapped at the beginning of the 
month. 
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Judge Merritt should 
be invited to speak to 
House committee 


One of the stories in this issue is a reprint of an article which appeared 
in Ha’aretz, one of the leading newspapers in Israel back in November, 
but was just brought to our attention two weeks ago. It deals with Judge 
Gilbert Merritt, who was passed over for an expected appointment to the 
U.S. Supreme Court because of his criticism of Jewish organizations in 
the U.S. and the role of the Office of Special Investigations in the case of 
John Demjanjuk. It is significant to note that this article, which is critical 
of the U.S. Jewish lobby, comes from an Israeli newspaper. 

Judge Merrit, who in April 1985 upheld the ruling — years later proven 
to be incorrect — that Demjanjuk was Ivan the Terrible, the notorious, 
sadistic guard who operated the gas chamber at the Treblinka death camp 
in Poland, and ordered Demjanjuk’s extradition to Israel, later expressed 
remorse for his erroneous decisions once the extent of the OSI’s fraud on 
the court became known. For this courageous stand he lost his expected 
appointment. 

Canada’s Department of Justice has already decided to hire Neal Sher, 
who headed the OSI during Demjanjuk’s extradition, as a consultant to its 
War Crime Section, despite the vigourous objections of the Ukrainian 
community. However, due to the efforts of Reform MP Jack Ramsay, Sher 
will appear before a House of Commons committee to explain his role in 
the affair. 

It would be useful for the committee to consider inviting Judge Merrit 
to appear as well. What he has to say from his experience with the OSI 
and Sher’s role in the Demjanjuk affair could be very useful for Canadi- 
ans to know before the government goes ahead with a decision that can 
have drastic repercussions for the civil liberties of Canadian citizens. 


Election stories for the record 


Being a bi-weekly newspaper which relies upon the mail service for its 
distribution leaves us at a disadvantage at times. This is one of those times. 

As we went to press before the parliamentary elections in Ukraine were 
held, the stories in this issue deal with the situation just prior to the polls. 
However, by the time our readers get this issue, the results will be known, 
so much of the information in this issue will be after the fact. 

Nevertheless, we considered it useful to include this information in this 
issue for the record so that our readers would know what was happening 
just prior to the balloting in these — most crucial — elections for Ukraine. 

We also have to qualify the results of the last poll taken before the elec- 
tions by pointing out that the figures cited include only those voters who 
were committed to a given party at the time of the polling. When the 
undecided factor is taken in the results may be quite different and perhaps 
Se parties may pass the four percent threshold than the four cited in the 
poll. 

However it is quite certain that the Communists will take the largest 
number of seats in the balloting. It is also quite certain that the number of 
seats they take will be disproportionately higher than their vote. As we 
have commented before this is due primarily to the large number of par- 
ties contesting the election and the disunity of the democratic and centrist 
forces. We will be commenting more on this once the full results are known. 


Марко Левицький 
Віталій Шевченко 
Грена Гладкі 

ля Цибульська 
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ІДД War criminal denaturalization 


and deportation in Canada 


By John. B Gregorovich. 

The major issue in the denaturalization and depor- 
tation process in Canada whether Canadians by 
choice (immigrants) have the same rights to justice 
as Canadians by birth. 

A Canadian by birth accused of war crimes is tried 
in Canadian criminal courts. 

A Canadian by choice, whether citizen or not, ac- 
cused of war crimes, is not tried for the crimes in the 
Canadian criminal system with the safeguards built 
up over the last 1,000 years that provide the accused 
with the right to a fair trial. Instead, the Canadian by 
choice is accused of having failed to answer ques- 
tions correctly on entry to Canada, and is denatural- 
ized and deported without having been convicted of 
a crime. 

In contrast, a Canadian by choice, accused of a 
serious crime, other than a war crime, is tried in a 
Canadian criminal court. Only if he is convicted of 
the crime is a proceeding to denaturalize and deport 
him commenced. 

The current situation is a result of events in Canada 
after the Second World War. Millions of East Euro- 
peans fled to Western Europe to escape the Russian 
Communist holocaust. After the initial period of re- 
patriation of these victims to Russian gallows and 
concentration camps, public opinion in the West 
forced Western countries to suspend repatriation. 
With Western Europe at a low ebb economically, the 
emigration of the displaced persons to the rest of the 
world began. 

The entry of displaced Eastern Europeans to 
Canada was opposed vocally and vehemently by the 
overtly Communist groups, pro-Communist organi- 
zations, and the organizations of ethnic group. 

The Ukrainian Canadian community was success- 
ful in convincing the prime minister, William Lyon 
MacKenzie King, that displaced persons should be 
allowed to enter Canada. 

From the 1950’s onward, accusations of hordes of 
war criminals, 5,000, 10,000, and so on, have been a 
staple part of the Canadian media every month and 
every year since. No proof has been offered, but that 
has not stopped the accusations and publicity. 

A particular target has been the Waffen-SS 14th 
Grenadier Division, composed of Ukrainian patriots, 
popularly known as Dyvizia (Division) Halychyna 
(Galicia). The Division was formed in order to pro- 
vide the nucleus of a Ukrainian army in case both 
Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia collapsed after the 
war as did the German and Russian Empires after 
World War I. This attack is based on the fraudulent 
equation of “SS” and “Waffen-SS”. The (political) 
SS was a police organization that ran concentration 
camps, killing units, etc. The Waffen-SS were elite 
military units serving in the German armed forces in 
the war against Soviet Russia. The (political) SS was 
judged a criminal organization at the Nuremberg tri- 
als, and membership automatically made a person a 
war criminal. No such findings of being a criminal 
was made against the Waffen-SS. By ignoring the 
difference, the slanderers are pushing the Canadian 
government to declare all members of the Division 
— war criminals to be automatically denaturalized 
and deported. The latest version of this attack is one 
and a quarter hours on the Internet. 

The campaign to denaturalize and deport East Eu- 
ropeans continued during the 1960’s, 1970’s and 
1980’s. This continued until the attackers found a 
prime minister without the backbone to refuse to act 
on suspicion, not proof. Brian Mulroney panicked 
and set up the Deschenes Commission in 1985. The 
Ukrainian Canadian community reacted strongly and 
in a three year campaign through the Civil Liberties 
Commission (now the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Lib- 
erties Association), in alliance with other ethnic 
groups under the umbrella group, Canadians for Jus- 
tice, successfully convinced the Deschenes Commis- 
sion, the Canadian public and government, that al- 
leged war criminals should be tried in Canadian crimi- 
nal courts, under Canadian criminal law. The result 
was an amendment to the Canadian Criminal Code 
that gave Canadian courts the right to try persons 
accused of war crimes anywhere in the world. The 
person is then tried for specific crimes under Cana- 
dian law, i.e., kidnapping, torture, murder, manslaugh- 
ter, etc. 

Cases were then brought forward in Canada under 
Canadian criminal law. They were unsuccessful be- 


Are Canadians by choice 
(immigrants) to have less 
safeguards than Canadians born 
in Canada? 

Are Canadians by choice to be 
treated by the government as 
second class citizens? 

Are Canadians born in Eastern 
Europe to have less safeguards — - 
than Canadians born elsewhere? 
Are Canadians by choice of East 
European origin to be third class 
citizens? 


cause the evidence provided did not meet Canadian 
standards of criminal proof. The Finta case is inter- 
esting because of its misuse by the proponents of 
denaturalize and deport without proof of complicity 
in war crimes. The jury found Imre Finta not guilty 
at the first trial. The government appealed the deci- 
sion and ultimately the matter arrived at the Supreme 
Court of Canada which upheld the jury decision of 
insufficient evidence to convict Finta. The judgment 
is twisted by alleging the Supreme Court decided no 
accused could be convicted if he argued that he fol- 
lowed orders. This was not the court’s finding. It 
concluded that the evidence against Finta did not 
meet Canadian standards. The organizations push- 
ing for denaturalization and deportation falsely say 
no one can be convicted of a war crime in Canada. 
They assert accusations are enough. Evidence is un- 
necessary. 

Three years ago, the government advised the cen- 
tral organizations of the affected communities of the 
government’s intention not to prove that the persons 
were criminals in a criminal trial, but to proceed by 
alleging that they could not have gotten into Canada 
without concealing their past. The government, in 
contrast to the normal case, where it has to prove by 
evidence that the person lied, is asserting that the 
person must have lied. 

Groups asking for kangaroo court justice point to 
the success of the United States, where over a 20 
year period about three people a year have been de- 
naturalized and deported, some to their deaths. The 
American law is odd. It covers only crimes on be- 
half of Germany committed during 1933-1945. War 
crimes before and after or elsewhere are not cov- 
ered. 

In contrast, Canadian war crimes legislation cov- 
ers all war crimes in the past, present and in the fu- 
ture, anywhere in the world. It is the first legislation 
of its type anywhere in the world. Canadians can be 
proud that Canada pioneered in this field. 

The agency in the United States enforcing the 
American legislation, The Office of Special 
Investigations(“‘OSI”), has been found by American 
courts to have concealed evidence and lied to the 
courts. It is from this background that the govern- 
ment has hired a former head of OSI, Neal Sher, to 
introduce sleazy tactics into Canadian law enforce- 
ment. 

The fundamental questions remain: 

Are Canadians by choice (immigrants) to have less 
safeguards than Canadians born in Canada? 

Are Canadians by choice to be treated by the gov- 
ernment as second class citizens? 

Are Canadians born in Eastern Europe to have less 
safeguards than Canadians born elsewhere? 

Are Canadians by choice of East European origin 
to be third class citizens? 

The choice of first class or second class or third 
class citizenship will be made by Canadians affected 
by the Canadian government's decision to introduce 
classes of citizenship in administering justice. If they 
allow Prime Minister Jean Chrétien to make the 
choice for them, instead of insisting on their rights 
to full Canadian citizenship, they will have chosen 
to be less. 


John B. Gregorovich is the Chairman of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Liberties Association. 
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Who lied about Demjanjuk? 


Criticism of Jewish groups costs judge Supreme Court appointment 


Ha’ aretz, Nov. 14/97 

If it were not for the Demjanjuk affair, Gilbert Merritt 
would probably be a U.S. Supreme court Justice. Yossi 
Melman traces the career of the judge who ruled in 1985 
that John Demjanjuk was in fact Ivan the Terrible, and 
ordered his extradition to Israel. 

Aside from John Demjanjuk, who endured a tortu- 
ous eight years of legal proceedings that nearly led him 
to the hangman’s noose, and his close family members, 
the most prominent victim of the Demjanjuk case was 
Gilbert Merritt. He is the federal judge who in April 
1985 upheld the ruling — years later proven to be in- 
correct — that Demjanjuk was Ivan the Terrible, the 
notorious, sadistic guard who operated the gas cham- 
ber at the Treblinka death camp in Poland, and ordered 
Demjanjuk’s extradition to Israel. 

At the time, the rulings by Judge Merritt were ac- 
claimed by major Jewish organizations in the United 
States. However, after the Israel Supreme Court found 
Demjanjuk innocent of the charges against him in 1993, 
Judge Merritt expressed remorse for his erroneous de- 
cisions. He also sharply criticized the Jewish organiza- 
tions. His expression of regret and critical remarks 
ended up costing Merritt the highest position that an 
American jurist can hope to reach. 

Before Demjanjuk, Merritt’s star had shone bright. 
He had extensive experience and a sterling reputation, 
and was a Democrat with a liberal world view. Yet, his 
prodigious judicial and civic skills, Merritt was never 
offered the sought-after appointment. His friends, in- 
cluding Judge George Paine of the Federal Bankruptcy 
Court in Nashville, explain that Jewish organizations, 
and primarily B’nai Birth, the Anti-Defamation League, 
the World Jewish Congress and the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center, carried out a lobbying campaign in Congress 
and the White House against his elevation. They hinted 
that Merritt was anti-Semitic and was not suited to the 
position of Supreme Court justice. President Bill Clinton 
buckled under the pressure of the Jewish lobby and 
opted to appoint Ruth Ginsburg to the post four year 
ago. 

I met Gilbert Merritt, now 61, two weeks ago in his 
office in Nashville, Tennessee. In spite of his disap- 
pointment, he is not bitter. “I am just a lot more sober,” 
he says. What provoked the Jewish reaction was 
Merritt’s statements denouncing the American Depart- 
ment of Justice, the Israeli Foreign Ministry and the 
Jewish organizations, all of whom had insisted that John 
Demjanjuk was Ivan the Terrible. Today, Merritt feels 
that what began in the early 1980s as an inquiry by the 
Justice Department Office of Special Investigations 
(OSI) eventually snowballed into a conspiracy against 
Demjanjuk. 

According to Merritt and others familiar with the af- 
fair, the OSI, which was set up to bring war criminals 
living in the United States to justice, was at the time 
subjected to heavy pressure by Congress and senior 
Justice Department officials. The office had been criti- 
cized as being inefficient and unable to fulfill its tasks. 
OSI directors were told in no uncertain terms to “de- 
liver the goods:” either expose Nazi war criminals and 
collaborators who had found refuge in America, or lose 
some or even all of its budget. This was the background 
for the accelerated investigation against Ivan 
Demjanjuk, an American citizen of Ukrainian descent 
who lived in a suburb of Cleveland, Ohio. The investi- 
gation showed that after World War П Demjanjuk had 
entered the United States on false grounds, having failed 
to reveal the truth about his past on the immigration 
questionnaires. Based on that, American authorities 
stripped him of his citizenship. Simultaneously, Jew- 
ish organizations and the OSI began to place heavy pres- 
sure on the Israeli government — through Ephraim 
Zuroff, the OSI representative in Israel at the time, who 
is now director of the Wiesenthal Center in Jerusalem 
— to request Demjanjuk’s extradition to Israel. The 
national unity government headed by Shimon Peres was 
not delighted at the prospect, but the pressure finally 
paid off and Justice Minister Moshe Nissim filed for 

the extradition of John Demjanjuk. 

The Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals met in Cin- 
cinnati to hear the petition. Judge Merritt headed the 
panel. Representatives of the OSI and the Justice De- 
partment introduced documents apparently indicating 
that Demjanjuk was in fact Ivan the Terrible from 
Treblinka. Judge Merritt and his colleagues were con- 
vinced, and in April 1986 the court ruled for 
Demjanjuk’s extradition. Demjanjuk was brought to 
Israel, found guilty of the crimes of which he was ac- 
cused in the Jerusalem District court, but in 1993 was 
cleared on appeal by the Supreme Court of the charges 
against him. 

“Today we know,” says Merritt, “that they — the OSI, 
the prosecution in the case and the State Department 
— lied through their teeth. Even then they knew with- 
out a doubt that Demjanjuk was not Ivan the Terrible, 


but they hid the information from us. I am sorry that I 
did not have the information at the time. If I did, we 
would never have ruled in favor of his extradition to 
Israel.” Merritt claims that what happened in his court- 
room was “nothing short of a witch hunt. In retrospect, 
it reminds me of the witch trials in Salem, Massachu- 
setts 300 years ago. The prosecution, counseled by the 
OSI, presented documents and witnesses whose testi- 
mony was based on emotions and hysteria, but not hard 
evidence. To my regret, we believed them. This instance 
is a prime example of how justice can be distorted.” 

Despite the disdain and rage Merritt feels for the 
prosecution, the OSI and the State Department, he is 
full of praise for the Israeli judicial system, and espe- 
cially the prosecutor in Demjanjuk’s trail, Michael 
Shaked. “Your prosecutor was brave and honest enough 
to admit to the doubts that arose regarding Demjanjuk’s 
identification as Ivan the Terrible. It was these doubts 
that eventually resulted in freeing Demjanjuk from the 
hangman’s noose. And the credit for this goes to your 
prosecutor, who I consider to be a noble man with the 
highest of principles, quite unlike our own liars.” As 
for the allegation that Demjanjuk was in fact a col- 
laborator of the Nazis who worked as a guard in a dif- 
ferent camp, Merritt responds, “Yes, I heard about that 
and it might even be true, but so long as evidence has 
not been introduced to the court, it’s impossible to find 
him guilty of other crimes. A person can only be guilty 
if convicted of the crime of which he is accused. 
Demjanjuk was put on trial for being Ivan the Terrible, 
but it became clear that he is not Ivan the Terrible.” 

Once the truth emerged at the Supreme court in 
Jerusalem, and world of it reached Judge Merritt in 
Cincinnati, he filed a complaint and demanded an in- 
vestigation of the OSI and its director at the time, Allan 
Ryan, on suspicion of violating the constitutional rights 
of John Demjanjuk. The judge’s claim was backed up 
by findings brought to light by the Demjanjuk family 
and their legal advisers, who searched through trash 
bins near the OSI offices in Washington and unearthed 
documents which indicated that the prosecution in the 
original Cincinnati trial did not provide the defense 
with all the material in its possession, as is required by 
law. “My moral and legal obligation, as a human be- 
ing and as a judge, is to the constitution and to rule of 
law. This was also the obligation of the officials in 
Washington — to submit all the information they had 
to the court.” The investigation of Judge Merritt’s com- 
plaint is still underway. Gilbert Merritt’s curriculum 
vitae is impressive, to say the least. Born in Nashville, 
Tennessee in 1936, he took his bachelor’s degree at 
Yale, and then attended graduate school at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville. He later completed a law de- 
gree at Harvard. After being accepted to the bar, Merritt 
became a law school lecturer and worded as a lawyer 
at one of the largest firms in Nashville. In 1966, at the 
age of 30, Gilbert was appointed as a public prosecu- 
tor in Nashville, becoming the youngest federal pros- 
ecutor in the United States. In this position, he waged 
legal fights to enforce the federal equal rights and civil 
rights laws to improve the situation of the black mi- 
nority of one of the most racist southern states. 

In 1977, President Jimmy Carter appointed him to 
the federal District Court in Cincinnati, and in 1989 he 
was promoted to chief judge of the court. This fast- 
track judicial career path seemed to be leading toward 
a Supreme Court appointment, an opinion that was 
shared by President Clinton and the Democratic Party. 
But the Jewish community could not forgive him. 

“Various Jewish organizations attacked me for lodg- 
ing my complaint and my demand for an investiga- 
tion,” he dryly notes, his voice devoid of emotion. 
“They accused me of anti-Semitism. I never imagined 
what power these organizations could have.” 

Merritt’s friends in the Nashville Jewish community 
came to his aid. They strongly condemned the attacks 
against him, spoke out in his support and explained 
that he by no means harbored any racist opinions. Still, 
the all-powerful lobby of the East Coast Jewish estab- 
lishment was undeterred. Today, Merritt is still a judge 
in the Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, dividing 
his time between his judge’s chambers in Cincinnati 
and Nashville. 

“At least now I have more time to devote to my hob- 
bies — golf, tennis, bicycle riding, and my numerous 
public functions as a trustee of several universities.” 


Ha’ arets is one of the leading daily newspapers in Is- 
rael. 


“Parties of power” battle it 
out with corruption charges 


By Stefan Korshak and Viktor Luhovyk 

(RFE/RL)—Money, power, party organization, media access and 
the advantages of incumbency, current or recent: the People’s Demo- 
cratic Party and Hromada, two centrist groups of former Communist 
politicians who claim to have embraced capitalism, appear to have it 
all. All except the one thing parties need most just days before the 
election — votes. 

Despite the name recognition of such top candidates as Prime Min- 
ister Valeriy Pustovoitenko (the PDP’s front-runner) and Hromada 
shadow cabinet head Yulia Tymoshenko, the two parties rate as 
Ukraine’s sixth and seventh most popular, according to a recent na- 
tionwide survey of public opinion conducted by the Socis-Gallup 
polling firm. The poll suggests the parties are far behind the Commu- 
nists, Rukh and the Greens. 

Popularity has been on the decline ever since erstwhile allies 
Pustovoitenko and his predecessor as prime minister, Pavlo Lazarenko, 
began accusing each other of corruption. The latest polling suggests 
each man was believed by the electorate when he said the other led a 
bunch of crooks. 

Hromada, whose support was estimated by some polling firms at 
about four percent at the end of last year — just enough to clear the 
threshold for proportional representation in parliament — got just over 
two percent in a mid-march Socis-Gallup poll. 

A similar decline in popularity was indicated for Pustovoitenko’s 
PDP. 

Nearly two-thirds of the voters on the parties’ mutual home turf of 
Dnipropetrovsk, in eastern Ukraine’s heavily ethnic-Russian region, 
rated government corruption as the most important problem facing 
the country, according to a poll — suggesting the combatants hit each 
other where it hurt most. 

“The war of charge-countercharge has not passed unnoticed,” said 
Socis-Gallup analyst Oleksandr Stehny. “Neither of these parties looks 
like they will pass the four-percent threshold.” 

And, Hromada and PDP now are out of time to improve the situa- 
tion, experts on voter preference say. 

Odesa police officer Mykola Volomanov put it this way: “I wouldn’t 
vote for them if you paid me. They’re all the same Communists they 
were before the break-up of the Soviet Union.” 

Communists and Socialists have consistently dominated the polls, 
with some saying the Communists are certain to emerge as the lead- 
ing party from the March 29 parliamentary elections. 

The PDP is Ukraine’s version of Russia’s ‘party of power.’ Its na- 
tionwide slate lists such top officials as Minister of the Cabinet Anatoliy 
Tolstoukhov, Vinnytsia Regional Administration boss Anatoliy 
Matvienko, Odesa Regional Administration head Ruslan Bodelan, 
Ukrainian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs Chairman 
Anatoliy Kinakh and several presidential advisers. 

Another PDP advantage is ready access to the country’s biggest 
television network, UT-1. Frequent ads for the party interrupt the Span- 
ish and Brazilian soap operas that air in prime time. And PDP spokes- 
man Vadym Dolganov is not without influence. He is deputy head of 
the state-owned television company and moderator of the weekly news 
program “7 Dniv” (“Seven Days”). 

Observers say incumbency is more a disadvantage than an advan- 
tage for the upcoming election, and the burden has weighed particu- 
larly heavily on the People’s Democrats. Its leadership has spent a lot 
of energy and money trying to dispel its image as the ‘party of power.’ 

Party spokesmen have asserted that the former Popular Front Move- 
ment, Rukh, has as many officials in central and local government. 

PDP leaders reject responsibility for the current government's record, 
while trying to claim that Pustovoitenko has done a better job than his 
predecessor. 

Hromada was jolted out of political obscurity soon after President 
Leonid Kuchma dismissed Lazarenko as prime minister in July of 
last year. Lazarenko found a new political home with the centrist or- 
ganization, which elected him chairman in September. Injected with 
new leadership and cash from Lazarenko’s industrial power base in 
Dnipropetrovsk, Hromada became very big, very fast. 

The party was the first to qualify for the elections, collecting a mil- 
lion signatures, five times the required number. It currently claims 
that it has 500,000 members, which would make Hromada the largest 
party in the country. 

Hromada set up Ukraine’s first shadow cabinet led by Lazarenko 
associate and former Unified Energy Systems of Ukraine Chairman 
Yulia Tymoshenko. It has attracted high-profile candidates such as 
former Soviet soccer superstar Oleh Blokhin, former Kyiv Mayor Ivan 
Saliy, the director of Ukraine’s most successful agricultural company 
Zorya, Volodymyr Plyutynsky, Vinnytsia Mayor Dmytro Dvorkis, and 
singer Dmytro Hnatiuk. 

Hromada’s party program includes an effort to try to impeach 
Kuchma and pass constitutional amendments limiting the power of 
the presidency. The rhetoric hits apocalyptic notes: Lazarenko says 
he is running to avert a “national catastrophe” allegedly wrought by 
Kuchma. “What we have today is a gradual transition to a dictatorial 
regime in Ukraine,” said Hromada Central Committee Chairman 
Oleksandr Turchynov. 

Government prosecutors have launched a probe into Lazarenko’s 
financial dealings while in office, publicly alleging that Lazarenko 
presided over a regime of graft, favoritism, and corruption. In report- 
ing the investigation, the national television channel regularly fea- 
tures photos of Lazarenko’s face next to a photo of a Swiss dacha he 
allegedly acquired by redirecting government funds to an illegal for- 
eign bank account. 

Lazarenko’s allies in parliament have struck back with charges that 
Pustovoitenko mismanaged the expensive renovation of a Kyiv con- 
cert hall that allegedly involved kickbacks, cost overruns and a 15,000- 
dollar desk for Kuchma’s use. 

Each party’s latest charge has come complete with pleas for voters 
to withhold support from its corrupt opponents. Come March 29, both 
groups will likely get their wish. 


Kuchma urges youth to vote 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma urged young voters to 
go to the polls on March 29 to counterbalance the votes of older, conser- 
vative citizens, Reuters reported on March 21. Kuchma said in Kyiv that 
“our task is to ensure” that young people will vote, saying they are the 
greatest supporters of progressive policies. Pensioners make up nearly 
one-third of the Ukrainian population and are the main supporters of the 
Communist Party, which is leading in all opinion polls. Kuchma said that 
he is ready to “cooperate with any parliament” but that both sides will 
have to compromise. He also criticized centrist праце for not uniting to 
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Ukrainian government to 
strengthen economic controls 


By Katya Gorchiskaya 

(RFE/RL)—A top aide to Ukrainian President Le- 
onid Kuchma says the government is working on a de- 
cree to further strengthen the state’s control over the 
economy. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Yevhen Kushnaryov said 
March 18 the document has already received prelimi- 
nary approval from government finance and economic 
officials, though he offered no details on the new con- 
trols. 

It was also announced that Kuchma will reveal a 
new program for economic development covering 1999 
to 2005 in his address to the nation and new parliament 
in April. 

Kushnaryov said reforms begun in late 1994 had 
been a success. Kushnaryov said the Ukrainian 
economy has been partially liberalized, the national 
currency has stabilized, and the decline in industrial 
output has halted. 

He said the task now facing the government is to 
consolidate market reforms and ensure economic 
growth. Kushnaryov said the government would also 


(RFE/RL)—Oleksandr Moroz, the speaker of the 
Ukrainian parliament and leader of the Socialist Party, 
said while campaigning on March 13 that the gov- 
егптепі is a slave to Western institutions, Interfax 
reported. 

Moroz said President Leonid Kuchma and the gov- 
егатепі “blindly implement Wester prescriptions 
instead of making their own economic policy.” 

He added that Ukraine is being transformed by such 


Moroz says Ukraine is slave to West 


aim further to reduce spending. 

But, the government’s announcement of planned 
tighter economic controls, and Kuchma’s plans to an- 
nounce a new program for economic development 
came only days after the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) refused to grant Ukraine the latest US$50 mil- 
lion installment of a stand-by loan launched last Au- 
gust. In refusing to grant the loan, the IMF said Ukraine 
was delaying macroeconomic development. 

And, U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Steven Pifer said 
Kyiv’s stance on economic development might also 
cost Ukraine about half the money it receives from the 
USS. in aid. Pifer said Washington might withhold the 
money because Ukraine has made little progress in 
deregulating its economy and creating favorable con- 
ditions for investment and business. 

Last year, the U.S. Congress approved $225 mil- 
lion in aid for Ukraine for the year 1998. But, Con- 
gress said half of the money would be withheld, and 
be granted contingent on the pace of Ukraine’s reforms. 
Ukraine is the third-largest recipient of U.S aid, after 
Israel and Egypt. 


policies into a “raw materials provider for other coun- 
tries.” 

Meanwhile, an International Monetary Fund del- 
egation left Kyiv on March 14 without agreeing on 
provisions for releasing the next tranche of an ur- 
gently needed loan, Interfax reported. 

Deputy Premier Serhiy Tyhypko said the IMF may 
still provide the US$50 million tranche but that there 
are “certain conditions” Kyiv has not yet met. 


Political motives denied in Brodsky arrest 


(Eastern Economist)—The Secretary of the National 
Security Council, Volodymyr Horbulin, refused to com- 
ment March 11 on suggestions that there might have 
been political reasons for the arrest of Dendi President 
Mykhailo Brodsky. 

He added that the interior ministry would not have 
arrested him if there insufficient grounds. Ex-Prime 
Minister Yevhen Marchuk had said that Brodsky’s ar- 
rest could be seen as the exertion of pressure on other 


candidates running for parliament. 

The police spent last summer inspecting the activi- 
ties of Dendi companies as part of a criminal investi- 
gation before closing some of them. 

Brodsky is running for a deputy seat in Kyiv and for 
the post of Kyiv mayor. 

He claims a campaign was orchestrated against him 
by Horbulin via Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko. 

Dendi owes its depositors a total of Hr 4.3 million. 


Turkmeni gas transit 
issue resolved 


(Eastern Economist)—Russia is ready to pump up 
to 20 billion cubic metres of Turkmeni natural gas to 
Ukraine in 1998. 

The president of Russian AO GazProm, Rem 
Viakhirev is due in Turkmenistan shortly to discuss 
the issue. 

The news was revealed by the Turkmeni President 
Saparmurat Niyazov March 18. 

A delegation from Ukraine’s state oil and gas com- 
mittee arrived in Turkmenistan March 18 to prepare 
bilateral documents on the pumping of gas. 

Presidents Leonid Kuchma and Niyazov signed an 
agreement Jan. 29 in which Ukraine pledged to buy 20 
bem of Turkmeni gas annually. The agreement does 
not yet specify the price of gas and any payment mecha- 
nisms. 


Odesa gas debts 
threaten cut in supplies 


(Eastern Economist}—The First Deputy President of 
OdesaGas AT, Thor Uchitel, spoke March 12 about gas 
provision to the region. 

He noted that “‘a critical situation has emerged con- 
cerning gas supplies in the oblast, while the northern 
part of Odesa is also threatened and may suffer a loss 
in gas supplies.’ 

This critical situation has been caused by the accu- 
mulation of significant debts for consumed gas. The 
total gas debt for Odesa Oblast stands at Hr 128.6 mil- 
lion, including the sum of Hr 123 million owed by 
Odesa. 

The main debtors are residential consumers and the 
local budget. 
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Укгаїпе'5 Political Landscape 


The Democratic Party and the NEP Bloc 


(JF Monitor)—The Democratic Party of Ukraine 
dates back to the heyday of the national-democratic 
movement. Party chairman Volodymyr Yavorivsky, 
a prominent writer, was one of the founding leaders 
of the Ukrainian Popular Movement — Rukh — in 
1989 and entered the parliament in 1990. Shortly af- 
terward he created the Democratic Party, initially with 
other prominent writers who gradually gave way in 
the party to businessmen, administrators, and full- 
time political figures. 

The DPU is contesting this election as an ally of 
President Leonid Kuchma. It aims to increase the 
number of deputies prepared to support reforms and 
a European orientation in the new parliament. The 
party has decided against trying to squeeze into west- 
erm Ukraine, where too many national-democratic 
and nationalist organizations compete against each 
other for a limited electorate. Instead, DPU stakes 
its hopes on central Ukraine, targeting at the same 
time eastern and southern Ukraine in an effort to take 
votes away from the Red parties there. 

To support its effort in the east and south, the DPU 
has made an alliance of convenience with the Crimea- 
based Party of Economic Revival. In October 1997 
the two parties formed the electoral bloc NEP. The 
acronym stands for the Ukrainian words “People’s 
Power, Economics, Order” but is deliberately de- 
signed to remind voters of the economic liberaliza- 
tion of the 1920s known as the New Economic Policy. 
This label reflects the goal to make inroads in east- 
em and southern regions, whose unsophisticated elec- 
torate is marked by Soviet nostalgia and distrust of 
reforms. (In one televised endorsement, a 102-year- 
old woman told voters that she remembers the NEP. 
as something positive). 

DPU’s and NEP’s top candidates in this election, 


apart from Yavorivsky, include: Crimean parliament 
chairman Anatoliy Hrytsenko; Ahrotekhservice 
president Volodymyr Bortnik, an exponent of agrar- 
ian interests; Yuri Alekseev, director-general of the 
Pivdenmash plant formerly headed by Kuchma; 
Kuchma’s economic adviser Aleksandr Volkov, 
placed inconspicuously in seventh spot on the slate ; 
former Acting Prime Minister Yukhym Zviahilsky 
and former Defense Minister Colonel-General 
Vitaliy Radetsky. 

Zviahilsky and Radetsky held those posts under 
then-President Leonid Kravchuk. DPU — and indi- 
rectly the Kuchma camp — apparently seeks to at- 
tract supporters of the former president, who co-leads 
the United Social-Democrat Party in opposition to 
the current president. 

Its association with Zviahilsky and, particularly, 
with the Party of Economic Revival, may boomer- 
ang against the DPU. Zviahilsky remains influential 
in his native Donbas where he used to be a top min- 
ing executive. 

But the country remembers him mainly for the gal- 
loping inflation which marred his tenure as Acting 
Prime Minister in 1993-94; and he is tagged by cor- 
ruption accusations which, despite being unproved, 
forced him into de facto refuge in Israel in 1994-96. 

The Party of Economic Revival for its part owes 
its substantial influence in Crimea to its close links 
with the shadow economy. At least one faction of 
the party has recently been the target of highly pub- 
licized anti-crime measures by Kyiv authorities, with 
the open encouragement of Kuchma’s administra- 
tion. 

The DPU itself is untainted by corruption, but its 
choice of allies could not have failed to damage the 
DPU’s image with the electorate. 


Ukraine and Russia talk regarding WTO 


(Eastern Economist)—Talks on Gabunia. 


is crucial, as Ukraine had lost about 
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the issue of Ukraine and Russia’s 
proposed membership of the GATT/ 
WTO organization resulted in the 
signing of a protocol March 16. 
The Ukrainian delegation was 
headed by Deputy FERT Minister 
Andriy Honcharuk, while the Rus- 
sian delegation was headed by 
Deputy Foreign Economic Relations 


According to Honcharuk, talks 
were “mutually beneficial.” In turn, 
Gabunia said that both countries are 
striving to join GATT/WTO but 
“each country is holding negotia- 
tions separately.” 

Both men said neither country in- 
tends to join this organization “at 
any price.” Honcharuk stressed that 


US$2 billion, about 10 per cent of 
its exports, due to the imposition of 
anti-dumping measures. In the main, 
these measures had affected Ukrai- 
nian steel and textile exports, espe- 
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abolish death penalty |( JK RAINIAN 
(astern Economist)—The Council of Europe is ready to provide Fe 5 і і У al 


Ukraine with assistance in its efforts to abolish the death penalty. 
The Council’s General Secretary Daniel Tarshis confirmed the news 
Saturday, May 23, 1998 
Broadmoor Lake in Sherwood Park 


during a working meeting with Ukraine’s permanent representative 
to the council Oleksandr Kupchishin March 12. 

A draft law on abolition has been developed, but the Verkhovna 
Rada has not yet discussed it. 

Ukraine joined the Council back in 1995 but has come under re- 
peated fire for continuing executions, contrary to the Council’s char- 
ter. 

A Council delegation will visit Ukraine March 27-30 to report on 
the parliamentary elections. 


Kuchma signs decree banning 
secrecy in executions 


(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine has implemented one of the main ге- 
quirements laid down by the Council of Europe which deals with abolish- 
ment of secrecy on information concerning the death penalty. 

The news was announced by the head of the Ukrainian parliamentary 
delegation to the Council of Europe, Borys Oliynyk March 20. He noted 
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Виставка «Перлини 
Українського малярства» 


Петро Гринчишин 


(Міст) -8 березня в Канадсько- Українській Мистецькій Фундації | 


в Торонті відкрилася перша з черги виставка картин приватних 
колекціонерів із Канади «Перлини українського малярства». Їдея 
проведення цих виставок належить докторові Ірині Мороз. У 
експозиції було виставлено 65 картин українських художників і 
ще 17 робіт, які увійшли до каталогу, але за браком місця 
залишилися у сховищі галереї. 


Відкрила виставку відомий мистець із Торонта Галина § 


Новаківська й надала слово мистецтвознавцю, доктору Дарії 
Даревич. 

Д-р Даревич проаналізувала творчість мистців, роботи яких 
були на виставці: Опанаса Заливахи, Йосипа Бокшая, Петра 
Головатого, Єви Бісс, Дмитра Стецька, Андрія Коцки, Антона 
Кашшая, Петра Гуменюка, Данила Довбошинського, Григорія 
Глюка та інших. Пані Даревич наголосила, що такі виставки 
унікальні, бо дають можливість оглянути величезний період 
творчості українських мистців різних шкіл і напрямків. Вона 
нагадала, що колекціонери такого широкого діапазону як пані 
Надія Лучків протягом довгих років робили велику прислугу 
художникам і їхнім сім'ям, картини яких вона купувала, 
підтримуючи їх фінансово. 

Всі картини з колекції пані Лучків мають чітко визначений 
ідейно-національний зміст. Це не є роботи «шароварного пляну». 
Багато картин мають також філософський зміст. До таких робіт, 
наприклад, належать полотна Опанаса Заливахи - довголітнього 
політв'язня комуністичного режиму, котрий, повернувшись із 
таборів, жив і творив під домашнім арештом аж до розпаду 
Союзу. Збірка робіт Опанаса Заливахи, як сказала пані Даревич, 
є однією з найбільших не тільки на північноамериканському 
континенті, а й в Україні. Я 

Неповторні два карпатські пейзажі Йосипа Бокшая є справжніми 
перлинами цієї виставки, як і його портретна робота «Василинка». 

Надзвичайно колоритний і яскравий карпатський побутовий 
сюжет Андрія Коцьки «Коляда» наповнює душу ніжними спогадами 
про домашній сільський затишок, який буває тільки в рідному 
краї на Різдво. 

Енергетично-притягальну силу картини Петра Колісника 
«Мадонна» відчувають усі. Незвична для нашого споглядання 
постать Матері Божої з сином на руках та ангеликами з боків 
підносить мислення людини до височини незбагненного небесного 
простору, з якого великий Творець посилає людству всепрощену 
любов. 

Приємно відзначити, що й сучасні мистці молодшого покоління 
з України посіли гідне місце на виставці. Серед них хочу особливо 
відзначити дві роботи Дмитра Стецька з Тернополя «Женці» і 
«Студентка», якими захопилося багато відвідувачів. 

Отже, виставка вдалася. У своєму короткому зверненні до 
присутніх пані Надія Лучків сказала, що доцільно і в майбутньому 
проводити виставки «Перлини українського малярства». Вона 
подарувала для галереї КУМФ велику сюжетну картину Головатого 
«Жнива». Її з вдячністю прийняв голова управи КУМФ Роман 
Вжесневський. Після відкриття виставки була розіграна лотерія. 
Відома дитяча письменниця пані Шанта і д-р Мороз стали 
щасливими володарками картин із колекції пані Лучків. 
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ФОТО - РОМАН ПЕТРІВ 


Виступ Пластунів і Сумівців. 


Шевченківський концерт в Кдмонтоні 


П. Саварин 

Возвеличу малих отих рабів німих. Я на 
сторожі коло їх поставлю Слово! -- цими словами 
з Кобзаря Оля Саварин, Голова Едмонтонського 
відділу КУК, відкрила Шевченківський концерт 
15 березня, в Авдиторії св. Івана. 

«Ми зібрались, як збиралися кожного року 
досі в поклоні генієві, пророкові і пробудителеві 
нашого народу, Тарасові Шевченкові. Чим раз 
менше нас приходить на це свято. А були часи, 
що ми заповняли ювілейну авдиторію, і над тим 
ми повинні застоновитися. Бо що нас зберігло 
як народ і досі береже, там в Україні і тут в 
Канаді, як не Шевченкові заповіти і його вогненне 
Слово?», казала далі. 

Авдиторія була повна: біля 500 осіб заповнило 
залю, на чолі із обома українськими Владиками 
Едмонтону, Архиєп. Іваном і преосвящ. Лаврен- 
тієм. Програмою вміло керував Голова Музичного 
Товариства Орест Солтикевич. На концерті 
зокрема багато було молоді, бо ц.р. зорганізовану 
участь в ньому взяла молодь Пласту і СУМ-у. 
Концерт, в якім виступило 4 хори i Тріо 
Мірутенків «Доля», зорганізували Едмонтонський 
Відділ КУК і Українське Музичне Товариство 
Альберти. Була й сердечна як все деклямація 
пані Галі Цар чудового вірша Самійленка про 
мову («Діямант дорогий на дорозі лежав»...) і 
спільний виступ пластової і сумівської молоді в 
одностроях. На величезному екрані присутні 
побачили також глибоку своїм змістом відеоплівку 
«Доля художника»: режисер Юрій Ткаченко, а 
розповідач - знаний сучасний мислитель України 
Євген Сверстюк. 

Після «Заповіту», який проспівала ціла заля і 


Шануючи минуле, з 
Загальні збори Станиці 


П. Саварин 

Загальні збори, як і збори Осередку Праці 
YIIC Пластової Станиці в Едмонтоні, пройшли 
ц.р. під кутом приготувань до відзначення свого 
Золотого Ювілею, В проводі Станиці не зайшло 
істотних змін: Головою лишився Радомир Білаш, 
тільки що секретарем Станиці вибрано д-ра 
Андрія Нагачевського. Ці збори відбулися в 
неділю 8 лютого в Пластовім Домі. 

Загальні збори, якими керувала Президія в 
складі: Еміліян Грох, предсідник і Маркіян Лазур- 
ко, секретар, дали Станичній Старшині під прово- 
дом Р. Білаша абсолюторію з признанням за 
1997 рік. Ишла регулярна виховна праця в Гнізді 
Новачок «Працьовиті» під проводом Меласі Гна- 
тюк, в Гнізді Новаків «Лісове царство» під прово- 
дом Юрія Дитиняка, в б-м Курені юначок ім. 
Уляни Кравченко під проводом Люби Бойко- 
Бел і опікунки Галі Яровенко, в 13-м Курені 
ім. Петра К. Сагайдачного під проводом Еміліяна 
Г роха; відбулися також табори: новацький «Наш 
чарівний світ», під командою Маріянни Саварин 
і юнацький «Варяги на воді» під командою 
зв'язкових JI. Бойко-Бел i E. Гроха. 

Відбувалися гніздові і курінні сходини, була 
прогулька новацтва і юнацтва, були: базар, 
маскарада новацтва, юнацький вечір, вишкіл 
батьків-помічників, «Тиждень Пласту». Як завжди, 
«Тиждень» починався і кінчався Службою Божою, 
цим разом в УК Церкві св. Юрія та YITI 
Церкві св. Андрея. Юнацтво відзначило «Листо- 
падовий зрив» листопадовим маршем. 

Осередок праці YIIC під проводом Андрія 
Горняткевича відбув свої Загальні збори 20 
лютого вечером, а керували зборами Мирон 
Стефанів, предсідник, i Юрій Котович, секретар. 
На ювілейний рік провід ОП перейшов в руки: 
пл. сен-в Ксені Скрипник-Бубель, Осередкової, 
Дарії Роленд, заступниці, і Ю. Котовича, як сек- 


вступного слова, хор СУМК-у при Катедрі св. 
Ївана під диригентурою Лесі Погорецької виконав 
2 пісні: «Зацвіла в долині червона калина» і 
«Ой у саду у саду». Спільною точкою сумівців 
і пластунів керувала Їрина Шмігельська, з Іриною 
Тарнавською при фортепяні. «На роковини 
Шевченка», Лесі Українки, рецитували сумівці: 
Христя Цар, Юрій Брода i Лариса Шмігельська, 
а «Мені тринадцятий минало» пластуни: Михайло 
Бел, Орест Грох, Лука Петришин, Юлія Дитиняк, 
Олеся Маркевич i Світлана Яровенко. Всі вже 
разом проспівали «Поклін Тобі Тарасе» й «За- 
цвіла в долині червона калина». Хор «Дніпро» 
під диригентурою Марії Дитиняк, з Іриною Тар- 
навською при фортепяні, виконав «Над дніпровою 
сагою» Лятошинського і «Садок вишневий» 
Вахнянина. Солістками були Мирослава Загарія 
i Леся Чумер. Маленький дитячий хор при Музич- 
ному Товаристві «Струмочок» під диригентурою 
Їрини Шмігельської, з Їриною Тарнавською при 
фортепяні, чудово заспівав «Мово рідна» Воро- 
бкевича, і «Учітеся, брати мої» (муз. С. Яремен- 
ка) та «Тече вода» (муз. А. Філіпенка) Шевченка. 
Тріо Мірутенко «Доля» (батько і дві дочки) 
виконали «Така її доля» і «Україночка», а хор 
«Верховина» СУМ-у під диригентурою Галини 
Лазурко, з Ксенею Федина при фортепяні «Садок 
вишневий» і «У перетику ходила». Подякувавши 
всім виконавцям, Орест Солтикевич на кінець 
попросив всіх присутніх заспівати «Ще не вмерла 
Україна» разом. 

Пласт, який ц.р. під гаслом «З вірою - в 
майбутнє» відзначає своє 50-річчя, мав на кінці 
залі маленьку виставку-фотомонтаж. 


вірою в майбутнє 
i ОП УПС в Едмонтоні 


ретаря. По сходинах д-р Сергій Плохій мав до- 
повідь про ситуацію в Україні. 

Цього року колядою за новим стилем керував 
А. Горняткевич (зако-лядовано 4,057 долярів), 
а за старим стилем О. Саварин (5,755 долярів), 
а дохід з коляди покриває більш як половину 
потрібного річного бюджету Станиці. Коли б 
не такі як коляда «заробітки», то годі було б 
навіть думати про участь нашої Станиці на 
річних зборах КПС в Торонті, куди поїхало 5 
членів на чолі зі Станичним. З тзв. пластових 
членських вкладок майже нічого не лишається 
в станичній касі - пояснює скарбник Тарас Бо- 
цюрків. Станиця теж підтримує «побратимство» 
із Пластовою Станицею в Рівнім на Україні, за 
яке відповідає Софія Скрипник, а на це теж 
треба добрих кілька сотень долярів. 

В станичній книжечці «Плян праці на ... рік», 
яку приготовляє Станичний, немає однак таких 
«рубрик» як станичний архів чи засідання ріжних 
комітетів в зв'язку з відзначенням 50- річчя Cra- 
ниці. Надя Цинцар, зі своїми поміч-никами Р. 
Білашем, Орисею Родинюк і Марійкою Татчин 
вже місяцями упорядковують станичні архіви: 
книги всіх трьох уладів, одноднівки й всякі інші 
видання, альбоми фотографії, хроніку (самих 
ріжних дописів про едмонтонський пласт буде 
33 книжки), списки всіх, які були членами Ста- 
ниці за останні 50 літ, що «відійшли на вічну 
ватру», що були виховни-ками, назви гуртків, 
таборів, іл.д. В пляні треба показати бодай 
частину того матеріялу з нагоди святкувань 50- 
річчя. Комітет 50-річчя під проводом Л. Бойко- 
Бел вже мав троє сходин, а мали сходини й ряд 
підкомітетів: одноднівки, бенкети-забави, чаю і 
виставки пластових мистців, виставки архіву 
станиці, концерту. Мали і ще не раз будуть 
мати, бо є дуже багато різних проєктів. 
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Jaroslav Pelikan at the 


Universit 


By Thomas M. Prymak 

I have in my personal library two 
books by Jaroslav Pelikan. The first 
is his Jesus through the Centuries 
published by Yale University Press 
in 1985; the second is his biography 
of Ukrainian Cardinal Joseph Slypyi 
published a few years later. Both of 
these are learned, sensitive, and 
wide-ranging books which provide 
a good reflection of Professor 
Pelikan, his interests, and his quest. 

In the western world as a whole, 
however, Jaroslav Pelikan is known 

primarily as the distinguished Pro- 
fessor Emeritus from Yale Univer- 
sity in New Haven, Connecticut, 
who authored the monumental five 
volume work: The Christian Tradi- 
tion: A History of the Development 
of Doctrine which appeared be- 
tween 1971 and 1989. This work, a 
contribution to the history of ideas 
and culture, as well as a learned 
theological treatise, confirmed Prof. 
Pelikan’s place as a major Christian 
intellectual of our time. It is of spe- 
cial significance to Canadians of 
Ukrainian background because of its 
detailed analysis and exposition of 
the various teachings of the Church 
Universal in both its Byzantine and 
Roman Catholic forms. 

On March 6, Prof. Pelikan spoke 
in the lecture series on Ethnic, Im- 
migration, and Pluralism Studies at 
the University of Toronto. The talk 
was organized by the well-known 
sociologist, Prof. Wsevolod Isajiw, 
and was held at the Multicultural 
History Society of Ontario. 

Prof. Pelikan spoke extemporane- 
ously about Dialogues with the 
Christian Past and spiced his deliv- 
ery with both epigrams in Greek and 
Latin and with humorous anecdotes 
from contemporary life. He was 
thoughtful yet spontaneous, intellec- 
tual yet practical, serious yet bub- 
bly, and he was all of these at the 
same time, or, at least, by rapid turn. 

Prof. Pelikan began by telling us 
a few important facts about himself 
that had been omitted from Prof. 
Isajiw’s introduction. He explained 
that he was of Czech background 
(and of Moravian ancestry) and had 
been raised a Lutheran although his 
mother had spent much of her life 
in Serbia and was well acquainted 
with that country’s language and 
culture. During the war, his father 
had been a leading figure in the 
Czechoslovak National Committee 
in the united States. Prof. Pelikan 
was raised speaking three languages 
and accelerated through school and 
university so quickly that he never 
bothered to take the minor degrees 
but went on directly to the PhD 
which he received when he was still 
in his early twenties. He explained 
that as a person of Czech back- 
ground he greatly sympathized with 
Jews, who, like the Czechs, were 
among the first victims of the Na- 
zis. 

The gist of Prof. Pelikan’s talk had 
to do with tradition, its value, and 
its importance in the contemporary 
world. he explained that it was his 
calling to be an “amnesiologist”; 

that is, a physician who treats the 
malady of amnesia by reawakening 
lost memories of the past. Such a 
calling, he continued, has always 
been important, but never more so 
than at present when change seems 
to be all-enveloping and all-engag- 
ing. 

Tradition, maintained Prof. 
Pelikan must be alive and open. 
Upon close examination, it fre- 
quently turns out that it draws upon 
a multiplicity of sources from the 
past and intertwines with numerous 
other traditions in the present. The 
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Engraving of Saint John of Damascus (675-753), theologian, poet, and 
defender of the use of sacred images. Note the combination of halo and 
turban. From a Ukrainian book printed in Lviv in 1630. Reproduced in 
Yakym Zapasko and Yaroslav Isaievych, Catalogue of Old Prints Published 
in Ukraine, book I (Lviv, 1981) p.50. (In Ukrainian.) 


emphasis that Prof. Pelikan put upon 
creativity, openness, and life was 
quite clear. For him, it seems, tradi- 
tion should never be a “dead weight” 
hindering passage to new horizons, 
but rather an aide to the understand- 
ing of where we have come from, 
where we are now, and where we 
can go in the future. True under- 
standing of tradition leads one to a 
respect, not a disregard, for other 
traditions and other cultures. 

Prof. Pelikan gave three off-hand 
examples of the creators or interpret- 
ers of great traditions. The first was 
Saint Augustine who was one of the 
most important fathers of the west- 
ern Church; the second was Saint 
John of Damascus who wrote in the 
defense of sacred images while liv- 
ing under the protection of the Mus- 
lim Calif; and the third was the great 
Jewish thinker, Moses Maimonides 
who lived and worked in various 
places in the Islamic world. 

As an aside, Prof. Pelikan added 
that those who doubt the greatness 
of the Arab contribution to the west- 
ern tradition need only try to com- 
pute the number of hours in a year: 
easy, of course, simply multiply 365 
by 24 - only try doing it with Ro- 
man numerals and without the use 
of the zero! 

Prof. Pelikan’s talk was filled with 
marvellous juxtapositions: love of 
German composers, and friendship 
with Jewish musicians; admiration 
for the language of Goethe, and col- 
laboration with learned rabbis; ap- 
preciation for the Latin West, and 
passion for the Greek East; and fi- 
nally, the mutual enrichment of the 
Judaic, Christian, and Muslim tra- 
ditions. 

Throughout all of his presenta- 
tion, Prof. Pelikan was obviously 
animated by a special love for the 


various Christian traditions, particu- 
larly those of the east. In response 
to questions about the “arrogance” 
of Christianity on the one hand, or 
the value of the ecumenical move- 
ment on the other, he flatly rejected 
the kind of relativism that would 
seem to deny truth and 
falsehood, right and wrong, good and 
evil, and end in a general homog- 
enizing and leveling of everyone and 
everything. For him, true apprecia- 
tion for other traditions does not 
negate the unique value of one’s 
own. 

Returning to the copy of Jesus 
through the Centuries which sits on 
a shelf in my library, I note that the 
beautiful icon of Christ Pantocrator 
which is reproduced on the dust 
jacket - and which several years ago 
Thad photographed and mounted on 
my dining room wall - dates from 
the sixth century and was only saved 
from destruction by the iconoclasts 
because it was stored and preserved 
at the Monastery of Saint Catherine 
in the Sinai under Muslim Arab rule. 
This example of early Byzantine art 
too is vivid testimony to the inter- 
twining and mutual enrichment of 
western and eastern cultures, of 
Byzantine Christianity and early Is- 
lam. Prof. Jaroslav Pelikan, this 
amnesiologist, this Czech-American 
fisher of men, casts his net wide in- 
deed and offers us much food for 
thought. 


Thomas M. Prymak is Resident Fel- 
low, Centre for Russian and East 
European Studies, University of 
Toronto. he was born in Winnipeg, 
baptized in the Ukrainian Catholic 
church, and raised and educated in 
the Roman Catholic tradition. he is 
married to Yassamin Kalhori from 
Tran and has two children. 
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The religious 
situation in 
Bukovyna 


George Duravetz 

The following assessment of the complex religious situation in the 
Bukovyna region of Ukraine is based on an interview conducted on 
December 15 with Vasyl Nastas, Head of the Oblast State Adminis- 
tration Branch for Religious Affairs in the Chernivtsi region. 

Traditionally the Bukovyna region was always Orthodox as far as 
the Ukrainian and Romanian majority was concerned. However, there 
were congregations of Roman Catholics, Greek Catholics, Baptists, 
Seventh Day Adventists, Pentecostals and those of the Jewish faith. 
The changes that took place in Ukraine after independence did not 
by-pass Bukovyna, said Vasyl Nastas, who oversees all questions 
which may arise between the various religious confessions and the 
State. 

The region (pop. 960,000) is inhabited by 69 nationalities and the 
Ukrainian Government has returned over 300 churches and church 
properties that belonged to various confessions prior to 1945. Today 
there are 850 registered congregations belonging to 20 religious faiths. 

The principal religious group in the region is that of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, Moscow Patriarchate. Established in the region 
after the consolidation of Soviet power in 1945 and presently headed 
by Patriarch Sabodan in Kyiv and Bishop Onufriy in Chernivtsi, this 
Church controls 375 parishes and six monasteries. 

The hierarchy and the clergy have all been educated and ordained 
in Russian theological seminaries and are strongly pro-Moscow. The 
services are conducted largely in Russian or Church Slavonic and the 
literature supplied by Moscow is exclusively in Russian. The argu- 
ment used by the clergy to justify their Moscow allegiance is that the 
Russian Orthodox Church is the only canonical Orthodox Church in 
the former Soviet Union. However, it is largely due to the passivity of 
the local Ukrainian population that the Moscow Patriarchate has re- 
tained its foothold in the region. 

The other Orthodox Church in the region is the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church, Kyiv Patriarchate. it was established after independence 
in 1991 by Metropolitan Mstyslav and is presently headed by Patri- 
arch Filaret in Kyiv and Bishop Danylo in Chernivtsi. The Church 
has 75 parishes in the region and a religious faculty at Chernivtsi 
State University. Recently a split occurred in the Church when 30 
parishes in the Kitsman and Zastavna districts broke away from Bishop 
Danylo and prevailed upon Patriarch Filaret to crate a separate eparchy 
under Bishop Nikon. The situation has created a lot of bad feeling 
within the Church and has severely weakened the struggle to create a 
Ukrainian national consciousness in the already heavily russified re- 
gion. 

The Roman Catholic Church has 24 registered parishes in the re- 
gion and serves the Polish and Romanian minority. Services are con- 
ducted in Polish, Romanian and Ukrainian. 

The Greek Catholic Church has 14 parishes belonging to the 
Kolomiya-Chernivtsi jurisdiction of the Church. Vasyl Nastas re- 
marked that the Catholics give the state the least amount of trouble. 

The fastest growing religious group in the Bukovyna region are the 
Protestants. Encouraged and financed by visiting pastors from the 
United States and Western Europe they have attracted large congre- 
gations and have a large youth component The Baptists constitute the 
largest Protestant denomination in the region. They have 117 congre- 
gations of which four are in Chernivtsi. Next are the Seventh Day 
Adventists who have 75 congregations of which six are in Chernivtsi. 
Third are the Pentecostals with 63 congregations of which three are 
in Chernivtsi All three Churches receive large amounts of humanitar- 
ian aid from the West in the form of clothing, food and medical 
supplies.Groups of young people are invited to visit Western Europe 
and even the United States. Needless to say, the popularity of these 
Churches has spread rapidly, especially among the youth. 

The small Jewish community of approximately 5,000 has six con- 
gregations and one synagogue in Chernivtsi. The community once 
numbered 36,000 and had 28 synagogues but emigration to Israel 
and North America has devastated the once thriving community. 

The Romanian-Moldavian ethnic group, which is mostly Ortho- 
dox, numbers approximately 100,000 and is organized into 100 par- 
ishes located largely along the Romanian border an in the city of 
Chernivtsi. Religious services are conducted in their native languages. 

The Russian ethnic group numbers approximately 37,000 and is 
located mainly in Chernivtsi. Together with the Russian speaking 
Ukrainians, they wield an extraordinary amount of influence in both 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the three principal Protestant 
Churches where the Russian language is used to accommodate them. 

Other registered congregations in the Chernivtsi region are: The 
Bahai - 1, Mormons - 1, Hari Krishna - 1, Nazarenes - 1, Jehovah 
Witnesses - 14. 


FUNERAL HOME LTD. 


"Chapel of Remembrance" 


(Owned and operated by LEYDEN'S Funeral Home Ша.) 
304 - 18th Avenue S.W., Calgary — 228-4422 
Claresholm — 625-3212 
WHOLLY CANADIAN OWNED & OPERATED 


Serving Calgary Area Since 1930 
СЕМ СОРОКАН — Управитель і власник 


THE BISHOP BUDKA 


CHARITABLE SOCIETY 


11666 - 95 STREET 
EDMONTON, AB T5G 1L8 


Give the Gift 
of Knowledge to a 
Seminary in Ukraine 


THE BISHOP BUDKA CHARITABLE SOCIETY 
invites supporters to share in a program 
to donate a set of Encyclopedia of Ukraine 
to a Seminary in Ukraine. 


Your donation of $250.00 will be matched from the 
donation we received from the Late John Koziak. 


All donations are tax-deductible. 


For more information please call 
Bill Diachuk, President at: 
Res: 449 - 4922 
Bus: 471 - 4477 
or mail your donation to the above address. 


ЕД ПЛОВ 


FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS 


"The Chapel 
on the Boulevard" 


9709 - 111th Ave. 
Edmonton, Alta 
(403) 426-0050 
(24 hours) 


Other locations: 
Vegreville 
Mayerthorpe 
Smoky Lake 
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¢ Prearranged Funeral Plans » Crematorium on location 

¢ Provincial, National and International Services 

¢ Facilities also for Intimate Private or Infant or Memorial Services 
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Маркіян Ковалюк 

Вже минає рік від часу коли 
не стало між нами активного 
громадського діяча Григора 
Порохівника. Щоби гідно вша- 
нувати цю річницю, перейдемо 
ще раз життєвий шлях покій- 
ного. Григор прийшов на світ 
29 листопада 1923 року в селі 
Берлин, недалеко від Бродів, у 
Галичині з батьків Василя і 
Анни Матвіїв. Він був близ- 
нюком зі своєю сестрою Марі- 
єю. Тайну хрещення довершив 
о. Базилевич у старенькій церкві 
св. Параскевії. Шкільне навчання 
почав 1930 року в ріндому селі, 
а 1936 року його батько вислав 
його до «Виділівки» в Бродах. 
Отець Микола Стумінський 
навчав молодого хлопця релігії 
і дав йому перші підстави 
духовної науки, яка була з 
Григором продовж його життя. 
1938 року молодий Григор здав 
вступний іспит і подався до 
Польської Державної Гімназії. 
З вибухом Другої світової війни 
і приходом більшевиків 1939 
року почався новий етап нав- 
чання для Григора в Радянській 
Десятилітній Середній Школі. 
Там він продовжував своє 
навчання до червня 1941 року, 
коли країна опинилася вже під 
Німецькою окупацією. Його 
батько Василь старався, щоби 
син мав ліпшу освіту і тому 
осінню 1941 р. записав його до 
Малої Духовної Семінарії у 
Львові, в якій навесні 1944 року 
склав матуру. 

Роки навчання у Львові, враз 
із спільним життям 3 іншими 
студентами впровадили Григора 
у ширший світ науки та полі- 
тичних і організаційних кругів 
активної молоді. Та недовго була 
можливість продовжувати студії, 
бо наближався фронт і треба 
було робити остаточне рішення, 
чи вертатися до батьків і жити 
під більшевиками, чи вступати 
в ряди УПА або в ряди Дивізії 
Галичина. Провідні духовні 
постаті, а між ними митрополит 
Андрей Шептицький, о. д-р И. 
Сліпий розуміючи критичне 
положення того часу звернулися 
до своїх учнів із закликом, щоби 
йти на Захід якщо змога, бо 
Україна вже втратила багато 
своїх людей і пролито ріки 
крови. Тому ректор вважав, що 
потрібно живих працівників, 
щоби йшли здобувати знання, 
поки Україна знову їх не по- 
кличе до «Великого діла» на 
працю для свого народу. З цим 
закликом молодий студент пішов 
у далеку мандрівку життя. 

Осінню 1944 р. Григор 
опинився у Відні, де він вступив 
до Католицької семінарії. Коли 
наближався більшевицький 
фронт, Кардинал Їнніцер 
поробив заходи, щоби студенти 
виїхали до міста Паденборн на 
продовження Богословських 
студій. По війні у 1946 р., 
українські студенти переїхали на 
студії до Гіршбергу в Баварії, 
де тоді відкрилася Українська 
Духовна Семінарія. Весною 1948 
p- Григор переїхав до міста 
Кулемборг в Голандії, де з 
кінцем 1948 р. закінчив студії. 

Григорові вдалося відшукати 
своїх сусідів зі села, які виїхали 
до Канади ще в 1920-их роках 
і в короткому часі він прибув 
до Канади 1948 р. З початку 
він працював на фармі поблизу 
Вегревілю, а згодом знайшов 
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У першу річницю смерти 
Григора Порохівника 


бл. п. Григор Порохівник 


працю у містечку, де скоро 
включився в церковно-громад- 
ське життя в парафії Пресвятої 
Тройці. Григор мав намір бути 
священиком в одруженому стані. 
Він запізнався з Марією Бере- 
зовською і 1950 р. вони повін- 
чалися. На жаль у той час не 
було дозволено висвячувати жо- 
натих священиків у Канаді. 

На запрошення свого това- 
риша зі студій, о. Теодора Прий- 
ми, молоде подружжя переїхало 
до Вікторії, де жили вісім років. 
Там Григор допоміг зорганізу- 
вати парафію св. о. Миколая. 
У 1958 р. родина переїхала до 
Едмонтону, де він улаштувався 
на працю в хемічній фірмі Ше- 
рет Гордон. Він відразу вклю- 
чився в громадське життя Ед- 
монтону. Від 1956 до 1958 він 
поширював своє знання курсами 
книговодства і хемії. 1967 р. 
Григор записався на студії до 
Альбертського Університету i 
в 1969 році одержав диплом 
учителя. Від 1970 до 1980 він 
був учителем на Курсах Укра- 
їнознавства ім. Ївана Франка. 
Він доповнював Богословські 
студії в англійській мові в Ню- 
ман Колегії в Едмонтоні. Григор 
продовжував учительську працю, 
як теж був дорадником релігій- 
ного навчання українського 
обряду в Католицьких школах 
міста Едмонтону, становище яке 
він займав до 1989 року. Він 
часто виступав із доповіддями 
та дописував до української 
преси. Він старався опанувати 
нову технологію тому записався 
на лекції компютерства в 1989 
р- при відділі Continuing Educa- 
tion. 

Покійний був членом багатьох 
організацій, БУК, КУК, ЦУКК, 
ЛВУ, НТШ, Товариства за 
Патріярхат, Українського Народ- 
ного Дому, Товариства Україн- 
ських Професіоналістів і Під- 
приємців та Асоціяції Учителів 
Альберти. Григор був найбільше 
активним у церковних орга- 
нізаціях, зокрема у Братстві 
Українців Католиків, де він 
займав різні позиції, серед них 
секретаря, голови, заступника, 
голови не тільки парафіяльного 
відділу БУК але й епархіяльної 
і крайової управи Братства i 
Централі Українців Католиків. 
Він був довголітнім заповідачем 
і керівником недільної радіо- 
програми Централі Українців 
Католиків та радіа-передачі 
Братства. За цю працю Владика 
Мирон вручив йому Грамоту 
Заслуги. Григор був редактором 
Бюлетенів та Обіжників Брат- 
ства, як і теж служив при комі- 
тетах для переведення з'їздів і 
конгресів, у яких він займав 


активне місце. Він був органі- 
затором збіркової кампанії «Ко- 
ляда на поміч Україні». На 17- 
їм Конгресі БУК у Вінніпезі 
1992 р., він був відзначений 
орденом Лицарів св. Володимира 
і Золотою медалею за його 
довголітню і віддану працю у 
Братстві. За громадську працю 
був нагороджений Шевченківсь- 
кою медалею на 18-ім Конгресі 
КУК у 1995 р. Він завдячував 
багато розуміння і моральної 
підтримки своїй дружині Марії, 
яка завжди старалася допомогти 
йому в його праці. 

Григор брав активну участь в 
українському життю Едмонтону 
аж поки його здоров'я почало 
занепадати і передчасна смерть 
не забрала його. В п'ятницю 7 
лютого 1997 року рознеслася 
по Едмонтоні сумна вістка про 
смерть Григора Порохівника, 
який відійшов від нас на 73- 
ому році його трудолюбного 
життя. 

Покійний залишив у смутку 
дружину Марію, сина Данила, 
дві дочки, Дарію, Христю з 
мужем Віктором, внуків Николу, 
Домініку і Алину, родину в 
Україні та в Канаді, як теж 
численних друзів і знайомих. 
Панахиду відслужено 11-го лю- 
того, а похоронні обряди 12-го 
лютого 1997 р. в Катедрі свмч. 
Иосафата. В похоронних відпра- 
вах брало участь дванадцять 
священиків на чолі з о. мітратом 
Василем Гупалом. Під час обид- 
вох відправ катедра була пере- 
повнена вірними, представниками 
суспільно-громадських ,та цер- 
ковних організацій. На панахиді 
о. мітрат В. Гупало говорив про 
заслуги покійного в церковно-- 
громадському життю, а наступ- 
ного дня на похороні. о. Степан 
Войціховський говорив про 
діяльність покійного при церкві 
та шкільництві. Жалібним співом 
вірних відпроваджено тіло 
покійного й похоронено його на 
цвинтарі св. Михаїла. Члени 
Братства Українців Католиків 
зі своїми прапорами послужили 
почесною вартою покійному. 

Поминальний обід відбувся в 
парафіяльній залі при Катедрі 
свмч. Йосафата, на якому 
господарем був Петро Дацьків, 
який переповів життєвий шлях 
Покійного і відчитав вислови 
співчуття від родини і друзів. 
Слово подяки від родини склав 
зять Віктор, який говорив про 
свого тестя як про людину вели- 
кого серця, доброго педагога, 
відданого учителя, доброго 
батька й діда. На кінець родина 
подякувала всім хто брав участь 
у цих відправах. 

Покійний був великим патрі- 
отом, тою людиною, яка посвя- 
тилася і віддала свій труд і 
життя для українського громад- 
ського і церковного життя. Ос- 
танні кілька років до його 
смерти я мав нагоду з ним 
співпрацювати в організаціях і 
все відчував його теплоту i 
великодушність. Він брав участь 
у всіх нарадах і все нам міг 
прислужитися своїми порадами 
і працею. Своєю працею він 
послужив взірцем іншим для 
наслідування. Ми довго відчу- 
ватимемо його відсутність у 
нашій громаді. Нехай Канадська 
земля буде йому привітна, а у 
Бозі нехай йому буде вічна 
пам'ять. 
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Campaign for parliamentary 
ballot heats up in Ukraine 


By Roman Kupchinsky in Kyiv 
and Stefan Korshak in Odesa 

(RFE/RL)—March 29, Ukrainians will go to the polls 
to elect the new parliament. They will also cast their 
votes for regional and municipal deputies. 

The electoral campaign is in full swing. The mud is 
flying, knives are out and there are even bodies on the 
street. 

Feb. 11 Petro Shkodun, former head of a department 
in the Cabinet of Ministers, was arrested on charges of 
stealing “sizable sums” of government money. 

Prior to his arrest, Shkodun, who has been associ- 
ated with the former Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko, 
had begun an investigation on the government money 
spent to renovate the private apartment of President 
Leonid Kuchma in Kyiv. Shkodun is to go on trial on 
March 30, a day after the elections. 

March 19 the General Prosecutor sent a letter to Par- 
liament asking for the lifting of Lazarenko’s parliamen- 
tary immunity so that criminal charges could be brought 
against him. Lazarenko is alleged to have deposited 
more than US$4 million of state money in a Swiss bank 
account for personal use. Lazarenko is also alleged to 
have used money from the Cabinet Reserve Fund to 
renovate his dacha for himself and purchasing six build- 
ings at a cost of more than $1 million. 

After having been ousted by President Leonid 
Kuchma from his post as Prime Minister, Lazarenko 
announced his intention to run against Kuchma in the 
next presidential election and to this end formed a po- 
litical party. 

In what looked like a reaction to those allegations, 
the newspaper “My” ("УМе") on March 23 published a 
list of alleged expenditures of state funds to renovate 
President Kuchma’s apartment in Kyiv (bedroom fur- 
nishings for $141,800, plumbing for a shower stall for 
$10,527, kitchen appliances for $26,189) for a total of 
about $1.5 million. The article also said that the gov- 
егптепі paid $28 million to renovate Kuchma’s dacha, 
$5 million dollars for luxury cars for the President and 
his staff. The “My” said that all the money came from 
the Reserve Fund of the Cabinet of Ministers. 

In a recent interview with RFE/RL, Speaker of the 
Ukrainian Parliament, Oleksander Moroz said that the 
fund had been set up to cover emergency expenses and 
| is controlled by the Cabinet of Ministers alone. Moroz 
said that money from the fund had been used for such 
non-budgetary expenditures as renovating the Palace 
of Culture in Kyiv for some $80 million. 

Observers in Kyiv say that, while those allegations 
of corruption have yet to be proven in court, they tend 
to discredit the Ukrainian political establishment and 
strengthen the communist and socialist opposition. 

One of the most difficult electoral contests is the one 
in the Ukrainian port city of Odesa. It pits the city’s 
anti-communist incumbent mayor Eduard Hurvits 
against the Odesa region’s sitting governor Ruslan 
Bodelan. 

Bodelan was appointed by President Kuchma and is 
closely associated with the People’s Democratic party 
and the national government. Hurvits is a local politi- 
cian, who heads a city political machine. Both are de- 
termined to use every means to win. 

Could the elections in Odesa be honestly decided? 
“It’s a big job, and it’s not going to be easy,” said Odesa 
City Election Commission (OCEC) Assistant Chair- 
woman Zoya Shklerok in a recent interview with RFE/ 
RL. “But we’re going to try.” 

Shklerok is responsible for 323 voting sites. At each 
of these sites she will position a sealed ballot box or 
“urn.” A team of 12 to 13 election officials appointed 
by the city government will be on hand on each site to 
keep the count accurate. But that may not be enough to 
keep things honest. 

Unlike many other races across the country where 
voters are confused by a dizzying variety of small par- 
ties, unknown candidates, and nebulous promises, in 
Odesa the big race is a popularity contest between the 


(JF Monitor)—Ukrainian authorities stepped up a 
crackdown on organized crime in the port city of 
Odesa during the night of March 23-24. 

Police and the “Berkut” anti-terrorist unit entered 
the city hall that night to detain the first deputy mayor 
Anatoliy Vorokhayevy, accused leader of a financial 
pyramid scheme. 

The arrest was thwarted by clerical and security 
Staff inside city hall and by an instantly assembled 
crowd of several thousand outside, led by city mayor 
Eduard Hurvits. 

The next day, March 24, thousands of supporters 
of Hurvits again demonstrated in front of city hall. 

An equally large crowd was mobilized to а counter- 
demonstration in support of Odesa Region Adminis- 
tration head Ruslan Bodelan, who is challenging 


Turmoil continues in Odesa 


two known and determined protagonists. 

“The situation is very tense here,” OCEC Chairman 
Leonid Kapelushin told RFE/RL. He was shot twice 
last month by unknown persons. He declined to say 
whether he had received threats before each attack. 

Deploying local law-enforcers to keep the election 
even-handed is complicated in the situation in which 
Bodelan retains direct control of the police force, pros- 
ecutors’ offices, and court systems. 

Hurvits has charged that members of the Bodelan 
camp have used intimidation tactics and filed suits with 
friendly judges against media supporting the Mayor in 
the election run-up. 

Bodelan has countered that a city militia recently 
formed by the City Executive Council are little more 
than the sitting mayor’s bully boys. He also alleged 
that the Hurvits-appointed election commission en- 
forces the rules unequally, nit-picking opponents on 
advertising and procedural regulations. 

Shklerok disagrees: “We are charged to enforce the 
national election law,” she said, adding that “I don’t 
tule out the possibility of a mistake, but in general all 
candidates receive the same treatment.” 

Both sides have claimed that their opponents plan to 
use organized crime links to skew election results. 
Bodelan charged that Hurvits associate Olexandr 
Angert is “the gangland boss known as “Angel”. 

Bodelan further alleged that last month unknown 
persons shot Boris Anikeichik, who was said to have 
been preparing to testify to an anti-organized crime 
committee that he witnessed payoffs from Angert to 
Hurvits. Bodelan supporters have also alleged that 
Hurvits is also closely linked to the Chechen mafia. 

Hurvits has denied the allegations. His supporters 
have counter-charged that Bodelan and his family are 
closely associated with the Russian mafia. Bodelan has 
also denied that. 

Ballot box tampering, ballot falsification, and poll- 
ing place strong-arming in the upcoming elections have 
been predicted by both camps. 

March 10 Hurvits asked Kuchma to send in the Na- 
tional Guard, arguing that the forces which are nation- 
ally-recruited and have no stake in Odesa politics, were 
necessary to keep the March 29 elections peaceful. 
“Local law enforcement agencies have proved unable 
to keep peace and security in our city,” he said. “We 
need outside help to keep the elections quiet.” 

Hurvits has called on the national government at least 
three times in the last 12 months to assist in keeping 
the peace, usually after a murder of a public figure. 
Investigative committees from the Ministry of Inter- 
nal Affairs have come and gone but nothing has been 
done to increase security. 

Now international election monitors are arriving. 
Charged to observe and report, they concede that in 
Odesa their job is cut out for them. “We have identi- 
fied Odessa as one of the places in Ukraine where elec- 
tions are particularly partisan and disputed,” said Mark 
Powers Stevens, an official with the Ukraine mission 
of the Organization of Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), in a recent talk with RFE/RL. “We 
will be paying special attention down there.” 

OSCE will have 12 to 15 monitors in Odessa in the 
two days preceding the ballot and during the elections. 
One of them is Eric Roman Filipink. He told RFE/RL 
that “We are making no judgments ahead of time. We 
are aware of the relatively tense situation here.” 

Filipink, who had monitored elections in Albania, 
Serbia and Croatia, met with Hurvits, Bodelan, and law 
enforcement officials to establish an information base 
about the local situation. “Our job is to observe...and 
to be available to the candidates,” he said. 

But at the end, whether the elections in Odesa will 
be clean or dirty depends only on the way its partici- 
pants make them. “I think that overall the elections 
will be fairly honest,” Shklerok said “The two sides 
are so interested in the results that they will probably 
not let their opponents try any tricks.” 


Hurvits for the post of mayor in the upcoming elec- 
tions. 

Odesa has recently witnessed a series of violent 
incidents involving rival business and political 
groupings against the background of the electoral 
campaign. Vechernyaya Odesa newspaper’s chief 
editor Boris Derevenko and several private entre- 
preneurs have been assassinated; Electoral Commis- 
sion chairman Leonid Kapelyushny, a pro-Hurvits 
man, has been injured in an assassination attempt; 
district (“raion”) administration chief Ihor Svoboda 
disappeared almost three weeks ago and is presumed 
kidnapped. The authorities have at last begun focus- 
ing on the situation, most recently arresting several 
senior city hall officials and some businessmen on 
criminal charges. 


Newsbriefs 


Kuchma pessimistic 

(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma said on March 24 that the out- 
look for pro-reform parties in the March 29 parliamentary elections is 
“gloomy,” ITAR- TASS reported. Kuchma, who is in Sofia for a two- 
day visit, fears that many Ukrainians are apathetic about the vote, 
which, he says, can only benefit the Communists and other parties on 
the Left. Kuchma said a return to Communist-era socialism is “com- 
parable to attempts to get sick again.” The Communist Party, which 
holds the largest number of seats in the parliament, tops all opinion 
polls. 


Two Rada candidates shot 

(RFE/RL)—Two candidates for the Ukrainian parliament were in- 
jured in separate attacks on March 24, Reuters reported. Vasyl Koryak, 
mayor of the central city of Lubny, was seriously injured when his car 
was attacked by gunmen. Koryak, a member of the United Social 
Democratic party, is running for a seat in the national parliament. In 
the Black Sea port of Sevastopol, Vasyl Kalytyuk, a top official in the 
Crimean branch of the Social Democrats, was also shot at while driv- 
ing his car. He suffered light injuries. 


Shcherbak dismisses allegations 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine’s Ambassador to the US Yuriy 
Shcherbak dismissed recent allegations in the Washington Times and 
Hindustani Times claiming Ukraine supplied weapons to the Taliban 
movement in Afghanistan. He stressed that the mechanism for con- 
trolling arms exports is strict in its observance of UN export bans. 


Airline to pay relatives of crash victims 
(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian airline Aerosvit announced on March 18 
that it will pay some US$7 million to the families of Greek passen- 
gers who died in a crash last December near Thessaloniki, ITAR- 
TASS reported on March 18. At least 69 people died in the crash, and 
relatives of the victims have demanded compensation, even though a 
report on the cause of the crash has not been completed. 


Poland, Ukraine boost ties 

(RFE/RL)—Delegations to the Consultative Committee of the Presi- 
dents of Ukraine and Poland agreed on March 17 to increase eco- 
nomic relations, an RFE/RL correspondent in Warsaw reported. After 
a two-day meeting in Warsaw, the sides released a joint statement that 
revealed plans for the creation of a transport corridor between the 
Black and Baltic Seas. The talks were chaired by Ukrainian Defense 
Council Secretary Volodymyr Horbulin and Polish National Security 
Office head Marek Siwiek. 


Crimean acting minister under arrest 


(Eastern Economist)}—Law enforcement agencies in Crimea arrested 
a Crimean deputy, acting Crimean Education Minister Yuriy 
Podkopayev March 17. So far, no reason has been given, as investiga- 
tions are continuing. 


Candidates face criminal charges 

(Eastern Economist)—Since the beginning of the election campaign, 
16 criminal cases have been filed pertaining to crimes committed 
against candidates running as deputies to the Verkhovna Rada. Can- 
didates committed two crimes themselves, and in two other cases they 
were involved in car accidents. Five of the cases were registered in 
Kyiv and four took place in Vinnytsia. One candidate to the Rada in 
Vinnytsia was accused of financial fraud, while another to the Kharkiv 
city council allegedly murdered his mother. 


SDPU attacks economic policy 

(Eastern Economist)—Social Democratic Party (United) Deputy 
Leader Viktor Medvedchuk said March 18 that the SDPU would “cer- 
tainly raise the issue of changing monetary policy.” Ex-President Le- 
onid Kravchuk said, “The economic course taken in 1994 had two 
main disadvantages: the sacred belief in the monetary system and the 
abandoning of the state’s regulatory role.” He said that, given the 
Ukrainian economy’s long experience of central regulation, it was 
dangerous to abandon the practice. 


Kyiv undergoing facelift for conference 

(Eastern Economist)—Kyiv City Administration plans to earmark Hr 
19.2 million for repairing Kyiv roads in advance of the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development conference in May. Plans in- 
clude the re-surfacing of central highways in April. Hr 0.5 million has 
already been spent of the Hr 3.5 million allocated for repair of street 
lighting. 


Sharp increase in Sevastopol crime 

(Eastern Economist)—The level of crime in Sevastopol in January 
and February rose by 20 per cent. The head of Sevastopol’s Interior 
Department, Vivat Beloborodov, confirmed 11 murders were com- 
mitted in Sevastopol during this period. 


Counterfeiting operations uncovered 

(Eastern Economist)—Twenty seven counterfeiting operations were 
uncovered in 1997, the Interior Ministry reported. Law enforcement 
agencies arrested four people in the Cherkasy Oblast town of Vatutino, 
March 16. They had been using a scanner, a computer and specially 
designed computer programs for printing Ukrainian, Russian and US 
currency on a color printer. An investigation revealed that the group 
had ties with the Russian mafia. 


Military delegation to the Netherlands 

(Eastern Economist)—A Ukrainian military delegation of specialists 
left for the Netherlands March 23. Representatives of Ukrainian Armed 
Forces will exchange ideas and practical experience with Dutch spe- 
cialists on preparation of military personnel for peace-keeping opera- 
tions. 
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Dynamo falls 4-1 to Juventus in Kyiv 


Cinderella bid for European Cup crashes to a halt 


Serebrianska 
barred from 
Grand Prix 


(Eastern Economist)—Atlanta Olympic Cham- 
pion Kateryna Serebrianska will not be not al- 
lowed to compete at the Grand Prix, the series of 
international gymnastics tournaments which 
started in Kyiv March 14. 


The official reason given by the local gymnas- 
tics federation chaired by Iryna Deriuhina is that 
Serebryanska was late in handing in her applica- 
tion form. 

Coach Lubov Serebrianska said March 14 that 
she considers the expulsion the result of an ongo- 
ing feud between Ukraine’ s two gymnastics fed- 
erations. 

Serebrianska belongs to the rival federation 
based in Simferopol. 

Lubov Serebrianska said she is planning to sue 
Deriuhina for slander. 

Non-participation means Serebryanska will be 
automatically barred from participating in Europe 
and the World Cup and may “leave professional 
sport for good” according to her coach. 
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Dynamo Kyiv’s Cinderella bid for the European Cup came to a crash- 
ing halt March 18 in Kyiv as top-ranked Juventus thrashed the home team 
4-1 after having been held to a 1-1 tie in Turin. 

Filippo Inzaghi scored a hat-trick as Juventus won 5-2 on aggregate 
score to reach the semifinals of the European Cup for the third year in a 
tow and become new favourites for the title, reported Reuters. 

The 24-year-old striker, who saved Juventus from embarrassment when 
he tied the first leg of the quarter-final 1-1 two weeks earlier, scored in the 
29th, 65th and 73rd minutes. His attacking partner Alessandro Del Piero 
then put the final nail into Kyiv’s coffin with the fourth a minute from 
time. 

“We played to score, that was our aim,” said a jubilant Juventus coach 
Marcello Lippi, whose team were installed as the bookmakers’ favourites 
to lift the cup they last won in 1996. “We gave our opponents few chances, 
and we deserved the result, which would also have been logical in the first 
game.” 

Kyiv coach Valeriy Lobanovsky recognized the power of his opponents. 
“We will not make a tragedy out of this,” he said. “In my view we lost to 
the best team in Europe.” 

Inzaghi opened his account after some good work by Zinedine Zidane 
down the left side of the penalty area. The Frenchman cut the ball across 
the goal, leaving his striking partner with the simplest of taps into an open 
goal. 

Dynamo striker Serhiy Rebrov gave the home fans a glimmer of hope 
when he tied the score at 1-1 in the 54th minute, sliding home a rebound 
off Juventus’ Angelo Peruzzi after the keeper spilled Andriy Gusin’s ten- 
tative long-range effort into his path. 

But Inzaghi struck back twice within 20 minutes, silencing a sell-out 
100,000 crowd with a pair of almost identical headers. First he won the 
aerial battle against the much taller Ukrainian fullback Yuri Dmitrulin, 
meeting an swinging Juventus left-side corner kick at the near post for his 
second of the game. Eight minutes later he repeated the pattern by head- 
ing in a corner from almost the same spot, giving him his sixth goal in 
seven European Cup matches. 

“Inzaghi may not always be active in open play, but he becomes ex- 
tremely dangerous in front of the goal,” said Lippi. With seven minutes 
remaining the Italian international, who terrorized a beleaguered Kyiv 
defence throughout the match, was given a deserved rest, leaving the field 
for Alessio Tacchinardi. 

Dynamo’s powerful striker Andriy Shevchenko, who scored a hat-trick 
against Barcelona in a group qualifier last November, was closely marked 
by a tight Juventus defence, and created few opportunities. The 21-year- 
old’s best scoring chance came when he won the ball from Paolo Montero 
early in the first half. 

But Peruzzi came out of his net to smother the danger. The experienced 
Italian side gave Kyiv a lesson in controlling the pace and brought Dy- 
namo down to earth after the euphoria that followed their powerful Cham- 
pions’ League showing. 


Sports Briefs 


Fighter dies after Kyiv match 

(Eastern Economist)—An American citizen who was badly injured 
in a no holds barred fighting match called “Tough Man” at Kyiv’s 
Palats Sportu complex March 16 died in the early hours of March 18. 
The father of five failed to recover from injuries sustained against 
from his opponent from Kharkiv. 


Bondarenko, Klochkova win 

(UkrNews)—Svitlana Bondarenko and Yana Klochkova each had a 
first place finish for Ukraine in the sixth round of the nine-round 
World Cup swimming series, held in Malmo, Sweden, March 18. 
Bondarenko took the 50 metres breaststroke with a time of 31.65 sec- 
onds. She was followed by Helen Denman of Australia with 32.04 
and Canada’s Tara Sloan with 32.14. Klochkova won the 400 metres 
medley with a time of four minutes 39.79 seconds. Canada’s Carrie 
Burgoyne was second with 4:41.69, while Magdalena Latos of Po- 
land finished third with 4:47.19. 


Ukrainian Premier Soccer Division 
Standings March 23, 1998 


GP W T L GF GA Pt 
Shakhtar, Donetsk I7igtl3y Sole. ОЗ З 415-640 
Dynamo, Kyiv 165-12" 1-7 Ses) s10hes7 
Dnipro, Dnipropetrovsk 7/172 1 4 3451287 
Vorskla, Poltava 17 1 5 26 24 34 
Karpaty, Lviv 17 3932640 AP НІ З S e 
Nyva, Ternopil 179 2G) 26 G29 
Metalurh, Donetsk Wi Se Oo 12 IS 2 
Kryvbas, Kryviy Rih 17 - 49 973 3167 Se SS 
CSKA, Kyiv 16. 5. yA a GS 
Metalurh, Zaporizhia ie Cee eo sy PL 22) es 
Chornomorets, Odesa 17 4 One wl Sees 
Tavria, Simferopol 175 5) 38> 9) 1822S 
Prykarpatya, Ivano-Frankivsk 17 4 6 7 21 23 18 
Zirka, Nibas 17111157 2 ЛОЗОВИЙ 
Metalurh, Mariupol 1 eV IS! “SPLe als) 
Torpedo, Zaporizhia af al з) ls} 8 343 56 
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GMCC to run business administration 
program for students from Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Claudette Bradshaw, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister for International Cooperation 
and Minister responsible for La Francophonie, an- 
nounced on March 12 that the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) will fund the develop- 
ment of a business administration program in the 
Ukraine led by Grant MacEwan Community College 
(GMCC) of Edmonton. 

“This business administration program will help 
Ukraine in reforming its private sector and in building 
links between Canadian and Ukrainian entrepreneurs,” 
said Bradshaw, on behalf of Diane Marleau, Minister 
for International Cooperation and Minister responsible 
for La Francophonie. 

The program will provide training to students and 
business people who may not have extensive formal 
education. It will include short-term courses for par- 
ticipants who are already at work. The Ukrainian pro- 
fessors developing the program with their Canadian 
counterparts will stay in Canada and establish ties with 
Canada’s business community. 

“This project is a natural extension of Grant 
MacEwan Community College’s existing international 
education programs,” said Hazel Sutherland, project co- 
director at the college.” Not only will it strengthen 
Canada’s ties with Ukraine’s business community, it 
creates exciting new opportunities for academic ex- 
change.” 

Dr. Roman Petryshyn, director of the Ukrainian Re- 
source and Development Centre at GMCC says what 
the program will effectively be doing is teaching the 
teachers, who will in turn teach the students in Ukraine. 

The goal is to train Ukrainians in international busi- 
ness practices, particularly in accounting and finance, 
he said. 

The courses at GMCC will be combined with instruc- 
tional hours the teachers get at the International Busi- 
ness School which is located at the Kyiv-Mohyla Acad- 
emy. 

The first five students will be arriving in Edmonton 
in April with another five to come in June. Their stay in 


(Eastern Economist)—Representatives of a visit- 
ing delegation from the European Commission have 
submitted their proposals to change certain clauses 
in the law on stimulating car production to the Ukrai- 
nian government. 

The news was released March 13 by delegation 
head Hugues Mingarelli. He noted the present ver- 
sion contradicts World Trade Organization guidelines 
as well as the Treaty on partnership and cooperation 
signed between Ukraine and the European Union. In 
addition, some members of the delegation felt that 
certain provisions of the law discriminate against 
foreign investors. 

Yet, Mingarelli noted that because the Treaty on 
partnership and cooperation between Ukraine and EU 
became valid March 1, the EU will abstain from any 
sanctions against Ukraine though Mingarelli refused 
to comment on the content of the delegation’s pro- 
posals. 

The EC has requested that the Ukrainian Cabinet 
analyze them and duly submit drafts of appropriate 


Kovalko defends 
oil and gas sector 


(Eastern Economist)—State Oil and Gas Com- 
mittee Chair Mykhailo Kovalko denied rumors of 
his imminent dismissal March 18. He said that this 
issue had not even been discussed. 

According to Kovalko, oil and gas is one of the 
few economic sectors which is not only implement- 
ing the program for 1998 but also increasing pro- 
duction volumes. 

The sector’s output in January 1998 was up 10.7 
per cent compared to January 1997. 

Kovalko said that the rumors about his dismissal 
were connected with non-payment for natural gas. 

He insisted that this was due to the general situ- 
ation in the economy and was not the fault of the 
committee, but rather of local administrations. 

Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoitenko an- 
nounced March 12 that the State Oil and Gas Com- 
mittee is to be liquidated and harshly criticized the 
work of Kovalko for failure to control the rise in 
debts in the sector. 

AT NaftoGas Ukraine will be created to replace 
the State Committee. 


EC urges changes to autobuilding law 


і 


oe 


Claudette Bradshaw 


Canada will be for one month or three, depending upon 
the program. 

Dr. Petryshyn says this program is unique because 
students can get Canadian diplomas while studying in 
Ukraine. 

Tuition fees collected will accumulate in a support 
fund that will allow the Ukrainian International Busi- 
néss School to be self-financing once CIDA’s assis- 
tance has ended. 

CIDA is contributing C$1.6 million to this three-year 
program. The project will be also implemented by the 
University of New Brunswick, Ukraine’s International 
Centre for Privatization, Investment and Management 
of Ukraine, the University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, 
and the International Business School. 


changes in the legislation aimed at boosting domes- 
tic car production to EU representatives. 

Deputy Industrial Policies Minister Vadym 
Liashchov stressed that the law does not contain any 
discriminatory provisions limiting the import of sec- 
ond-hand cars from Europe, as it foresees no in- 
creases in import taxes or the imposition of addi- 
tional taxes on imported cars. He confirmed law- 
yers and experts will work on the commission’s new 
proposals and may revise certain provisions. 

Liashchov noted that the law could be amended 
to differentiate the amount of investment required 
to qualify for tax breaks. At present, the sum of 
US$150 million is required and the only beneficiary 
to date is the AvtoZAZ-Daewoo JV. 

Speaking on Ukraine’s proposed membership of 
the World Trade Organization, Mingarelli repeated 
the Commission’s view that Ukraine will become a 
member shortly, though this is clearly dependent on 
amendments being made to the law on domestic car 
production soon. 


Companies to form 
Ukragromashinvest 


(Eastern Economist)—The Cabinet has approved the 
charter of the Ukragromashinvest leasing company. 

The firm will lease and sell farming machinery to 
domestic agricultural producers. The decision was con- 
firmed by the Deputy Industrial Policies Minister 
Volodymyr Kravchuk March 12. 

The new company’s statutory fund will include bank 
credits and state-owned stakes in 19 farm machinery 
companies. 

Its task is to create and introduce a mechanism to 
carry out leasing operations and provide equipment to 
producers and processors of agricultural goods. The 
State will retain all the stakes for a five year term. 

Leasing revenues will be used to develop produc- 
tion at domestic farm engineering companies. Its statu- 
tory fund is valued at between Hr 20-30 million 
(C$14.65 - 22 million). 

Kravchuk stressed that regional subsidiaries of 
Ukragromashinvest will be involved in the manufac- 
ture, sale and technical servicing of machinery and 
equipment supplied through leasing. 
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Obolon to receive 
US$40 М EBRD credit 


(Eastern Economist)—’AT Obolon’ will most likely receive a US$40 
million credit by March 29 from the EBRD (European Bank for re- 
construction and Development)” announced the brewing company’s 
president Oleksandr Slobodian March 17. 

He stressed this is the biggest credit in the history of Ukrainian 
private business. 

Obolon’s trademark and property will serve as a mortgage. Busi- 
ness Manager Tetiana Peresada said that $30 million of the credit will 
be allocated for operating expenses. 

According to Slobodian, Obolon’ now manufactures 19 per cent of 
all Ukrainian beer, 9.5 per cent of non-alcoholic beverages and 12.3 
per cent of mineral water of total production volumes in Ukraine. 


Lviv plans US$50 M bond issue 


(Eastern Economist)—Bonds worth US $50 million are planned to be 
issued in the September-October 1998 period by Lviv city council and 
Lviv executive committee. 

The local government will place the bonds on the London and New 
York Stock Exchanges. 

Preliminary talks have taken place with the Ukrainian office of Aus- 
trian bank Creditanstalt. 

According to Lviv Mayor Vasyl Kuybida, funds received from sale of 
Eurobonds will be aimed at reforming heat and energy provision. 

He said the city’s credit rating will be established depending upon the 
situation on the market prior to placement. Experts from Lviv executive 
committee and Creditanstalt are coordinating the final terms of the issue. 


Big Mac plans expansion 


(Eastern Economist)—The World Bank Ukraine held a round table 
entitled Transnational Corporations in Ukraine: Experience and Prob- 
lems featuring McDonald’s Corporation March 12. 

McDonald’s Ukraine was registered in 1995, but only opened its 
first restaurant last May. 

The company’s Marketing and Communication Manager, Steen 
Puggaard, noted that his company pays a lot of attention towards de- 
veloping good cooperation with Ukrainian suppliers. 

It plans to unveil 20 more restaurants in Ukraine in 1998 and spend 
US$100 million on re-building the infrastructure of its restaurants in 
Ukraine over the next five years. 


Business Briefs 


Ukrainian Fund offered foreign investors 
(Eastern Economist)—The Ukrainian Investment Fund Limited is now 
being presented to interested investors worldwide. The company an- 
nounced the news March 16. UIFL is a closed-end investment com- 
pany incorporated in the Bahamas and administered in Guernsey. It 
provides professional investors with the opportunity to invest in a 
diversified portfolio of debt and equity securities, as issued by either 
the Ukrainian government, institutions registered in Ukraine or by 
companies who have a substantial interest in Ukraine. 


PM aims to stimulate gold output 

(Eastern Economist)—After visiting the Muzhievskiy gold mine in 
Transcarpathia Oblast, Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoitenko said he 
intends to stimulate domestic gold extraction. He said that more than 
300 kilograms of industrial gold could be extracted from the 
Muzhievskiy deposit alone by the end of 1998. 


Chinese company wins tender for Variah 
(Eastern Economist)—The state commission for conducting the in- 
ternational tender sale of the partly constructed Variah cruiser an- 
nounced the winner of the tender March 17. Chinese company Agencia 
Turistica E Diversoes Chong Lot won the tender. A contract worth 
US$20 million will be signed between the firm and Ukraine’s Cabi- 
net. One condition of the tender was that the winner cannot use the 
cruiser for military purposes. 


Refinery shares unsold 

(Eastern Economist)—The State Property Fund failed to sell stakes 
of 30 percent and 31 percent in one of Ukraine’s six oil refineries, the 
Kherson oil refinery. The stakes will be offered for sale once again 
very shortly. The offer prices were Hr 16.63 million and Hr 17.18 - 
respectively. Last year the plant refined 1.57 million tons of oil, a rise : 
on the previous figure of 1.46 million tons in 1996. 


Svitoch holds talks with Nestle 

(Eastern Economist)—Lviv based confectioner Svitoch has held talks 
with Swiss giant Nestle. The news was confirmed by board chairman 
Andriy Tovpash. He confirmed that Svitoch hopes either to sell a stake 
in its share capital to Nestle or to set up a joint venture. The latter 
option would give Svitoch access to direct investment, enabling cur- 
rent production to be significantly increased. 


Kyiv production falls 

(Eastern Economist)—Industrial production in Kyiv in January and 
February fell 15 percent and 11 percent respectively, while in the same 
period in 1997 it rose 3.9 percent. The recent decline is due to cut- 
backs in energy production of 25 percent and 20 percent in January 
and February. 


By Stefan Korshak 

(RFE/RL) - There they sat on the 
stage, 13 candidates running for par- 
liament in the 24th election district 
in Dnipropetrovsk in eastern 
Ukraine. All rattled off the issues 
expected to stir the mostly retire- 
ment-age crowd gathered at 
Dnipropetrovsk School No. 8: in- 
creased pension payments, less 
crime, and state utility subsidies. 

“We need to increase the number 
of women in government,” declared 
People’s Democratic Party candi- 
date Olha Katan. “We are 54 per- 
cent of the population, and only four 
percent of Parliament.” 


The audience appeared to support 
Katan, especially when one of her 
male opponents, incumbent Sergei 
Chekhmassov, argued during his al- 
lotted five minutes that post-Soviet 
government is no place for women. 
“Politics can be a dirty business and 
the fair sex is not always ready to 
make difficult decisions,” he said. 

Katan’s campaign manager Yuri 
Ratomsky later told RFE/RL, “Vot- 
ers want some one who is in their 
forties and has managerial experi- 
ence, and they trust women more 
than men. That’s why we put her up 
in this race.” 

The Hromada centrist party’s 
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leader, Yulia Tymoshenko, is far 
more popular than the party’s male 
lead, former Prime Minister Pavlo 
Lazarenko. Progressive Socialist 
Natalia Vitrenko has a following out 
of all proportion to her tiny party’s 
weight in Parliament. 

Katan, best known here as the di- 
rector of the Dnipropetrovsk 
Women’s Business Center, is not 
betting on gender alone, though. She 
puts in 14-hour days meeting with 
voters, dashing into her campaign 
headquarters to grab lunch, issue 
midday orders, prepare for evening 
debates and discuss tactics with her 
campaign manager. 

“That’s a great shot,” she says to 
Ratomsky of a photo of President 
Leonid Kuchma awarding her the 
Princess Saint Olha Medal for work 
on women’s issues. “How much do 
you think it would cost to get that 
blown up into posters?” 

That’s one of the advantages of 
being a candidate of the People’s 
Democratic Party, led by current 
Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoiten- 
ko: you can get media attention by 
receiving an award from your 
party’s highest-profile supporter, 
who also happens to be the country’s 
chief executive. 

The PDP also provides its candi- 
dates with a bit of free TV time and 
campaign cash. A little cash. 

“It’s helpful, but not too much,” 
said Katan. “We have to look for 
support everywhere.” 

But even in Ukraine’s eastern base 
of the “party of power,” the PDP 
candidate is not guaranteed victory. 
Here in a Dnipropetrovsk industrial 
suburb, where voters are mostly fac- 
tory workers or retired factory work- 
ers, candidates range across the 
ideological spectrum. Many have 
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Women Strive to increase representation in Rada 


"Voters want some one who is in 
their forties and has managerial 
experience, and they trust women 
more than men. That’s why we put 
her up in this race.” 


Dnipropetrovsk female candidate's campaign manager 


more cash than Katan, while others 
push their own specialty issues. 

“In this district there are 17 dif- 
ferent candidates,” said Katan’s 
campaign manager Ratomsky. “Our 
first task was to somehow establish 
our candidate as different from all 
the others so that the voters can re- 
member her.” 

Katan says she is seeking office 
because “We have to start some- 
where. I cannot change everything, 
but unless someone begins to work 
to change things, everything will 
stay as bad as it is. I don’t think you 
can find a country where the situa- 
tion for women is worse than in 
Ukraine, and we must work to make 
women equal citizens with equal 
rights.” 

Katan refuses to describe herself 
as a feminist, but her views on 
women’s rights are still a bit too 
radical for her campaign manager, 
who visibly winced when Katan tore 
into opponent Chekhmassov for dis- 
missing women from politics. 

“Show me a Soviet woman, and 
ГП show you a manager as good as 
any man,” she fired back. 

Strong views appear to go over 
well in Dnipropetrovsk. Gray-haired 
World War II veterans and grand- 
mothers seemed to agree with 
Katan, taking her women’s rights 


view with a grain of salt, but loudly 
applauding her direct approach. 

Her manager believes the cam- 
paign is going well, and, like good 
campaign managers everywhere, he 
has the numbers to back up his opti- 
mism. “The polls show that the 
populace is looking for a candidate 
who is centrist-leaning, is perceived 
as honest, and who has experience 
managing a business or organiza- 
tion,” said Ratomsky. “That’s why 
the People’s Democrats asked her to 
run —we felt that such a person 
would have a good chance.” 

Ratomsky is not the only mem- 
ber of the campaign team. A small 
group of professionals work at the 
Women’s Business Center offices 
stuffing envelopes and making 
phone calls. 

Katan knows a thing or two about 
campaigning as well. After the fo- 
tum at the school, most of the can- 
didates took off in their Korean and 
German sedans. She stayed behind 
to meet voters and listen to them. 

“T'll vote for you, darling,” said 
retiree Marina Koval. Ratomsky 
said his latest numbers show Katan 
running first or second in the dis- 
trict. 

“T think she has a good chance,” 
he said at the end of along campaign 
day. 
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August 04 - 20, 1998 


Efficient & knowledgeable service 
& competitive rates 


For Reservations Call: 
403-424-1777; 
Toll Free: 1-800-518-5558 


- $3995.00 


- $3199.00 
- $3375.00 


- $3475.00 


2s 
IATA 


ACCREDITED AGENT 


ALBERTA 
Edmonton 


1-403-424-1777 
1-800-518-5558, 


Social Services 
1-403-471-4477 


aty & Їпог Bohdan 


1-403-263-8383 
1-403-239-5056 


Musiyenko 
1-403-277-1105 


YOUR UKRAINIAN CONNECTION 


Meest Alberta Ltd. 


UkrainianCanadian 


Christina & Mykhailo 


10824-97 St. 


MEEST AGENTS IN WESTERN CANADA NEAREST TO YOU 


MANITOBA 
Nina Bracey Winnipeg 
1-403-494-2431 Kalyna 
1-204-582-2832 


Svitoch 
1-204-582-5939 


Yegreville 
Floral Boutique 
1-403-632-2656 


Yaroslava Tatarniuk 
1-604-263-9630 


Cascade Travel 
1-604-430-5454 


Victoria 
Natalia Drys 


CURRENCY TRANSFER 


We Transfer & Deliver 


2 US & Canadian dollars to 
Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, 


Russia & Baltic States. 
Express Delivery 


24-48 hours 


COURIER SERVICE [Sec] 


3-14 days 


2 всі? 
Door to Door Delivery 
1-4 weeks 


1-250-721-0413 


Uniglobe Regent 
Travel Ltd. 
1-204-694-2200 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Vancouver 

Baba's Treasure 
1-604-582-3944 


Alamo International 
1-403-656-4299 


SASKATCHEWAN 


Saskatoon 
Bazaar Kuzma's Ltd. 
1-306-244-7373 


MEEST ALBERTA LTD 


Take advantage of our 


4th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL OFFER 


SEA PARCELS 
TO UKRAINE 


‘2 ae 


*for a limited time only 


Penticton 
Steve Warchola 
1-250-497-8630 


Kelowna 
Irene Hickey 
1-250-769-0556 


Tel.: (403) 424-1777 


AIR PARCELS 
abe 1-4 weeks 


UKRAINE - RUSSIA " BELARUS » MOLDOVA » POLAND 
DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE 


Documents « Letters + Gifts 
Door to Door Service 


FOOD PARCELS 
Custom make your own food parcel. 


More goods available from our 
free catalogs. To receive one 
call toll free: 1-800-518-5558 

SEA PARCELS 


Was, 5-7 weeks 


CARS, TRACTORS, 
FARMING MACHINERY 
TV's, APPLIANCES 
техніка для фермерів 


(б a> бе 


OPEN: Моп.-пі.: 9ат- 5 рт; Sat.: 


phone MEEST Office: 
424-1777 


9am-1pm. 


For more information call the MEEST agent in your areas 


(403) 424-1777; 1-800-518-5558 


